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Message

From Slavery to Resurrection

Oh freedom, oh freedom, oh freedom over me!
And o d
And go home to my Lord and be free!

before | be a s

This old spiritual, now includedLiiit Every Voice and Singne of the
hymnals of The Episcopal Church, is a song | learned going to summer camp
sessions sponsored by my diocese. We would sing it with great gusto, loud
guitars, and much clapping of hands. It has always been a favorite of mine.

It was only years later that | really appreciated that this song was one of
the old onegro spiritualsé coming f
and to imagine slaves singing this song is a quite different image than my
memory of mainly white kids singing
The fact that at one time there may have actually been slaves not far from our
camp is something | would not have considered at the time.

There are a number of observances occurring this year marking) the 200
anniversary of the end of the slave trade in Great Britain. When the Primates o
the Anglican Communion met in February they worshiped in the Cathedral in
Zanzibar, which was built on the very site where slaves had once been sold.
Descendents of the DeWolfe family of Massachusetts have produced a powerft
documentary about their own family?®o
us that slavery took place all over the United States, and that the whole history
the United States is permeated with the legacy of this oppression.

One of the ironies of the movement to end slavery
Is that the men who so believed in ending that oppression
were not willing to allow women to even
participate in their discussions. Elizabeth Cady Stanton
of Seneca Falls accompanied her husband to an
anttslavery Congress in London only to be told that she
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was not allowed to speak and had to sit in the balcony. Because of her experiencslavéng anti
Congress Eli zabeth and her cohorts organi ze
at Seneca Falls. It was the worldwide beginning of the quest for equal rights for women and dur
those years Elizabeth was a faithful and regular

parishioner of Trinity Episcopal Church in Seneca Falls.

That movement towards the equality of wo
t hroughout society and in the Church. Our
to the spirit of Elizabeth Cady Stanton they have now seen injustice and addressed it in a recent
meeting where they voted to support Bishop Adams in his support of embracing all people regar
of their sexual orientation.

The march towards justice and the recognition of the dignity of all people is always long ar
fraught with frustrations and trials. Yet
goes to those who are oppressed to reveal (
came to know thkeoRrbD as their God while in slavery in Egypt. The Covenant that God made with
Moses was to bring the people into a land flowing with milk and honey, a vision of abundant life
Godds peopl e. Il n the Hebrew Scriptures, t1I
Covenant with God, God made a new Covenant,
people so that they would know thatltbeD was their God, and that they wereltbrD& people.

But when Jesus was at the last supper with his disciples, he extended the Covenant God |
with the Hebrews to all of humanity; so theéa
people, and in the words o0do this for the
out this mission.

We often see Easter as a celebration of our freedom from the bondage of sin, and indeed
But the real point of Easter is that there is now no excuse not to pursue the vision of abundant Ii
for all people. The message of Easter is that since God is triumphant even over death we shoul
have no fear in pursuing freedom; freedom from want, freedom from oppression, freedom from f
freedom from injustice, freedom from war ; f
free from slavery and to release those still caught in the vaffieesloms that enslave people to-
day.

Yours in Christ,

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and ReCt(uensss
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Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

| am sure we are all familiar with the words from this hymn which was written by a former slave boat
captain after he repented of his involvement in the Atlantic slave trade which took place in our history as a n:
tion. Recently Tom and | went to see the moimazing Gracewhich is a story about the events that lead up
to the end of the slave trade in Britain. We thought the movie was interesting and the cinematography beaut
ful. We also recently attended a lecture at Syracuse University sponsored by the Department of African
American Studies given by the author, Dr. Adam Hochschild, who has studied and written many books con-
cerning the history of the slave trade all over the world. We found that lecture interesting as well. In both
venues, a man named William Wilberforce was mentioned. He is of particular interest to us as Episcopalian:
as he is one of the saints who we honor in the calendar of Feast Days. His feast day is July 30. He was one
the main characters in the movie and mentioned i
the driving forces that, through political avenues, sought to bring about the end of the slave trade. And, to
guote the book dfesser Feastsand Fasts ir ef ut es t he popul ar notion t
Christian, dedicated to the service of humanity.

| am interested in history so found both of these events fascinating. And it also got me to pondering a
guestion which | find myself often pondering aft
would | have done?o0 What would | have done i f |
place under those particular circumstances? | did grow up in the South. What if | had been living there in th
18606s instead of the 196006s? Woul d | have had
sl avery was necessary to run the countryods plant
Would | have hid runaway slaves? Or would | have been too afraid for my own wellbeing and shooed them
away? What i1f | had been in Nazi Germany or Eur
treatment of Jews and others? Would | have been the voice like that of Dietrich Bonhoeffer who went to
prison and his death for his belief? Or would | have been as willing to step in front of the shotgun aimed at tt
young black girl and taken the bullet which killed Jonathan Daniels in 1965 in Selma, Alabama? What woulc
| have done?

Not having lived through those difficult times, | will never know exactly what | would have done. |
would like to hope | would have been strong enough to stand up for my convictions as a Christian rooted in t
Gospel. But maybe | wouldndét have. I do know th
am granted forgiveness. | can repent and be forgiven and try anew through the amazing grace of God. Tha
be to God!

that saved a wretch like me.
| once was lost, but now am found,
was blind but now | see!

Canon Jane
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Single Service on April 22, 2007 at 9:00 AM
By Laurie Beth Pestle, Sr. Warden

Let us celebrate our successes and develop or future together!

i Come to a&ingle worship service at 9:00 AM on Sunday April 22

o This liturgy will celebrate our successes, review where we are with oul
current plan, and lay the ground work for the future

o Muffins will be provided for breakfast!

o While eating your muffins, you and another SPC member will exchang
thoughts on your experience at SPC and the Diocese and our dreams fa
future.

o All SPC members are encouraged to participate including our youth.
Those too young to write or convey their thoughts will have childcare
provided.

o The data shared will be used by the
diocese and SPC as we move forward.

o The liturgy will be an hour or less and
lunch and exchange of ideas will be abo
hour!!

o If you can not attend on then22
subsequent opportunities will be availabl

If you want more details see a Ve
member, Dean Tom, or Canon Jane
read the article in this newsletter b
Warden Laurie Beth Pestle).
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Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m.
Intelligent Conversations: Religion, Culture and Society
Religion and Politics

This discussion, led by John Freie, professor and chair of the deparpakticat science at Le
Moyne College and Fred Glennon, professor of religious studies at Le Moyne College, will weigl
on the relationship between religion and politics in the U.S. by discussing such issues as whethe
not the government should fund faidised initiatives in social services, the role of religion in voting
patterns, and the dilemmas and opportunities that face religiously motivated people who want to
participate in politics. The discussion will take place in the Panasci Family Chapel on the Le Moy
College Campus

Tuesday, April 17, 7 p.m. Religion and Popular Culture

From Madonna to 0The Simpsons, cChorTihsetDaVirnel i go d
and commentary pervade the popular ndeuiasic, television, literature and film, not to mention

the reaches of cyberspace. Do the media act merely as reflectors of cultural norms and values,
they serve to shape and spread societal customs and behaviors regarding religion and the role «
lon in daily life? Gustav Niebuhr, professor of religion and media, College of Arts & Sciences an
Newhouse School of Public Communication, and director of the Religion & Society Program anc
Robert J. Thompson, director, Bleier Center for Television and Popular Culture, and Trustee Prc
sor, S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communication, Syracuse University will lead the discussia
the Panasci Family Chapel on the Le Moyne College Campus.

Tuesday, April 24, 7 p.m. Intelligent Design and Evolution

Throughout the 20th century in the U.S., Christian fundamentalists have espoused a literal unde
standing of the creation stories in the book of Genesis and have opposed the teaching of evoluti
public schools. More recently, a group ofdesiéribed Christian scientists, associated since 1996

with the Center for the Renewal of Science and Culture (CRSC), have combined creationism an
ocoargument from designo to produce ointellioc
Is responsible for the origin and evolution of life. Proponents argue that evolution could not poss
have produced the complex biochemical systems found in living cells; they must have been desi
by an intelligent agent. However, since nature has been eliminated, that agent must be supernat
What is intelligent design then? Scientific theory or a theological claim? Good science or bad?

Kathleen Nash, associate professor of religious studies at Le Moyne College and Andrew Szeby
S.J., professor of biology at Le Moyne College will lead the discussion in Grewen Auditorium on
Le Moyne College campus.

Intelligent Conversations: Religion, Culture and Society is a series of four discussions featuring f
of Syracuse University and Le Moyne College. Each will focus on a different topic to explore the
current thinking on matters of concern and potential implications of the struggle to determine the
role of religion in society. All four discussions will take place on the campus of Le Moyne College
starting on March 27 and continuing every other Tuesday until April 24. Refreshments will follow
each event.

All events are free, but an RSVP is recommended. To reserve a seat3déllct4Mail

cmcarlho@uc.syr.edu. 6
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FINGER LAKES CONFERENCE: SUNDAY Junet®2th FRIDAY June 29, 2007
Fee: $450 includes lodging, meals and all conference costs (except $50 fee for supplies in the
Course). Scholarships are available. Please check first with your parish and diocese for financ

oDoing Chri st€Centatmi ty in the 21
An Experiment of the United Chur

A new urgency of spiritual hunger has swept across this world. People are looking for new unde
standings from complex and multifaceted questions of faith, faithfulness, and religious truths. C;
the institutional Church transcend its root culture to address the diverse needs of seekers that d
necessarily share the same Christian Foundation? Can it, as an infrastructure, fractured in its v
i nterpretations of what it means to oObe Chr
and effective way?

The Rev. Mary JosephGeneral Lecturer at the 2007 Finger Lakes Conference will share with hel
audience the experiences of arobthhebox experiment by the United Church of Canada to enter
the2Century in a vitally and inclusive way |
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o Save the Date
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: GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS
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«?\pf DINNER

@.y honoring

of Marilyn Higgins & CXtec
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% Doubletree Hotel 6:08 9:30 p.m.
o

N g
%‘j The Samaritan Center served over 80,000 hot meals to hungry
Q\S\y and homeless men, women and children in 2006.

«%-? Tickets: $75 Patron $125
4 For Information Call
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Q,-.j 4'72-0650



