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    The Courier—

     S t  Pa u l ’ s  E p i s c o p a l  C a t h e d r a l  

Community at St. Paul’s Cathedral-Anglican, with God and One Another 

  The Baptismal liturgy begins as follows: 

Presider: There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People : There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People : One God and Father of all. 

 Worshiping God, Learning Compassion and Building Community are not separate distinct  
activities, but are all intertwined with one another. In a very real sense, one cannot be had without the 
others. The Baptismal liturgy affirms our unity with God and with each other because we are members of 
the Body of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Within the Baptismal Covenant we promise to 
“respect the dignity of every human being” and to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our 
neighbor as our self.” This is especially important within the Church, for there is little point in trying to 
love and respect people outside the Church if we cannot respect and love each other within the Church.  
One of the challenges of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and any other institution or community in our culture, is 
attempting to address the broadly varying tastes, desires, and cultural perspectives of all the people in 
the institution or community.  One need only look at the different offerings of the Syracuse Symphony to 
see the attempt to reach out to various constituencies with its Classical Series, Pops Series, Stained Glass 
series etc. Even with these multiple offerings there are still people who simply would never consider  
going to any event performed by the Symphony, much to their loss I would add. 

 I happen to have broad and eclectic tastes, so I have enjoyed partaking of the various musical 
events our region has to offer. To have witnessed Itzhak Perlman, The Allman Brothers Band, Bo Diddly, 
Dave Brubeck, Aretha Franklin, The Central New York Jazz Orchestra, The Element, and wonderful  
performances of the Syracuse Opera (to name a few), and to have heard them all in Syracuse in the brief 
four years I have been here, is quite remarkable and one of the things I love about living here.   

 Another one of my favorite concerts was by the Handel and Hayden Society in Boston about 
twenty years ago. This orchestra was directed by the English conductor Christopher Hogwood. I first  
became aware of Hogwood listening to a recording on the radio of Handel’s Messiah with Hogwood  
conducting The Academy of Ancient Music in London, with the men and boys choir of Christ Church  
Cathedral in Oxford. The Handel and Hayden Society and the Academy of Ancient Music play original  
instruments in a less “developed” style than most symphony orchestras. This particular concert was  
titled “Bach and Sons and Brubeck and Sons.” Hogwood explained the rationale for the program by  
saying, “People often ask me what kind of music Bach would be writing if he were alive today. My first 
response is that if Bach were alive today he’d probably be designing BMWs. But the truth is that Bach is 
alive today, and he’s changed his name to Brubeck.”  Continued on next page. 
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The concert featured works by J.S Bach and his progeny, interspersed with performances by Dave 
Brubeck and his sons. By arranging the works alternatively, one could actually hear the other style with a 
wonderful freshness. At the end all came together for a performance of Brubeck’s Rondo a la Turk, and it 
was scintillating! 

  Because of my own eclectic tastes I have embraced the diverse musical talents of St. Paul’s  
Cathedral.  Jim Potts, the Cathedral Choir, the Youth Choir, the Sons of Zebedee (led by Jonathan Howell 
and John Doughty), John Rohde and the Sudanese all make St. Paul’s the wonderful place that it is! I 
would find that the loss of any of these sounds makes life at St. Paul’s Cathedral less rich and more  
mundane. 

 Some may feel that one form of music is more Anglican than another. But what is Anglican music? 
Anglican music is music done by Anglicans when they worship God, pure and simple.  If by Anglican  
music people mean the English Choral Tradition, then that implies that most Anglicans don’t do Anglican 
music, since most Anglicans in the world are people of color, don’t have English as their primary  
language, and certainly don’t sing in English. In fact, more Anglicans in the world look and worship like 
the Sudanese than the English Choral Tradition. 

 What makes St. Paul’s wonderful is also what makes it challenging. There are some who only 
want to hear the organ and the Cathedral Choir, and no one else. There are others who never want to 
hear the organ and choir, but who love the Sons of Zebedee. My own growing sense is that while those 
perspectives may work and are even encouraged in the marketplace, they deny an essential reality when 
it comes to the Baptismal theology of the Church generally and St. Paul’s in particular. We are not at St. 
Paul’s as mere consumers of religious services, but we are called to live in Communion with God and 
with each other, to respect, love and honor one another in all of our differences. At the very least this 
means listening to each other, not only in conversation but musically as well.  

 To shut our ears is to shut our minds and our hearts, shutting out not only or primarily other 
members of the community, but ultimately the sound of God’s Spirit among us. And as with the  
concert described above, to hear one style with another helps us hear with fresh and more alert ears, 
minds and hearts. 

 The Vestry has taken the work of building the community of St. Paul’s Cathedral as its primary 
work, and is looking at how our Sunday morning is arranged so that it best builds up our community life. 

 Canon Jane and I are beginning a monthly dinner gathering at our home, the Deanery, bringing 
together all of those for whom we pray every month in the Cathedral Cycle of Prayer.  The purpose is 
simply to share food, conversation and fellowship. 

 At the July 20th Sunday Eucharist of the Lambeth Conference of all the bishops from around the 
world at Canterbury Cathedral many different sounds were heard, from the great Canterbury Cathedral 
choir of men and boys to African drums and singing. Now that’s Anglican! How blessed are we that we 
only need to travel to 310 Montgomery Street in Syracuse to experience the richness of God’s people, 
and the abundance of God’s Holy Spirit among us. 

Faithfully yours, 

 
The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 
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The Bulletin Board Cathedral News 

Birthdays in August 

Happy Birthday 

Jane Enos!!!!!  

  Jane Enos who regularly attends 

church, an active member of the 

Women of St. Paulõs, who works on 

the Altar Guild, and bakes cookies 

for the Samaritan Center, who 

makes those wonderful cracker 

cookies with almonds for coffee 

hour, and whoõs recipes have been 

featured in this Courier, will  

celebrate her 90th birthday  

on August 10th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!   
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VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER 

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting held on Tuesday, July 8, 2008. 

 

Budget & Finance:  Although pledges are down from last 
year, significant savings have been made on insurance, 
and utilities are lower. 

 

 

Buildings & Grounds:  A bid has been accepted for work 
on the Hansen Dining Room. This project will begin as 
soon as possible.  The entryway outside the Montgomery 
Street door has been finished and work on the Deanery is 
progressing. 

 

 

Arts and Crafts Festival – July 25-27, 2008:  Many volunteers 
have signed up to help keep the Cathedral open during the  
Festival. Paper cups and pitchers of water will be available to 
the public. 

 

 

Because the Dean will be on vacation during August, the 
date of the next Vestry Meeting will be September 9th. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones     
Clerk to the Vestry      
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        Why Did Betsy Conduct the Symphony? 

 

Betsy Elkins, humble SPC parishioner, choir member…. 

 

 In last month’s Courier there was a little announcement that I would 
be conducting the Syracuse Symphony on July 5 in Armory Square.  Many 

may have wondered what that was all about.  What does Betsy know about conducting and why 
was she going to do this?  Doesn’t the symphony have Daniel Hege to do that? 

 

 Let me share some background information.  At the Church leadership retreat this spring 
Karen Lewis who was leading this retreat, asked us all in a “warm up, get acquainted exercise,” 
to indicate something we would like to do sometime, just for fun.  This was an excellent way for 
us to share something with the group and we learned many interesting things about each other 
and their dreams! Someone wanted to bike across the country, someone wanted to own a camp 
in the 1000 Islands, someone wanted to live in Italy for 6 months, someone wanted to go to the 
Moon and I said I would like to conduct the SSO!  So that’s what started it.  There was a very kind 
person in the room who actually made that happen for me.  At a symphony silent auction fund 
raiser this person purchased “conducting the symphony” and gave this experience to me!  What 
a “win-win” for me and the symphony.   

 

 While I do read music and can generally keep the beat of a piece, doing this with the SSO 
in front of a few thousand folks caused me considerable anxiety before the concert last week.  
The piece selected for me to conduct was actually “easy,” a three minute Sousa March. Semper 
Fidelis.  And what a thrilling three minutes it was for me.  With the help of Daniel Hege we got 
the orchestra started,  I waved my right arm appropriately for the entire piece, gave a cue to the 
percussion section with my left arm when it was time for their solo and we all ended together!  I 
was, as Daniel Hege said, “in the moment!”   And I believe the symphony was on automatic pilot 
and would have played beautifully regardless of what I did.  But I did 
conduct them and for three minutes lived what I had said I wanted 
to do, just for fun 

 

 I owe a huge thank you to my friend for this special gift.  And 
I also appreciated the support of many other SPC folks who came to 
enjoy my conducting debut.   
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Beach, Blues & Bar-B-Que:  Aug. 3rd, 2008, 5-8 PM:  annual event 

held for the benefit of  the Samaritan Center on the point at Skane-

ateles Country Club.  $45 admission for a Finger Lakes Wine Tasting, 

food by the Dinosaur, other beverages by Anheuser-Busch, entertain-

ment by Joe Whiting and Loren Barriger with both an oral and silent 

auctions that are òto die for.ó  ALL ARE WELCOME.  Contact 472-

0650 for more info. 
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Presiding Bishop preaches at historic London church 

'I don't see a split' in communion, she tells forum 

 By Pat McCaughan July 27, 2008 [Episcopal News Service, London] From where bishops shop for 
socks to senseless street violence, the usefulness of the Lambeth Conference and what will happen to 
mission partnerships if the Anglican Communion splits -- parishioners at St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church 
on July 27 peppered Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori with questions at an open forum after she 
preached at a Sunday Eucharist.  

 Jefferts Schori was guest preacher at the 10:00 a.m. service at the landmark Trafalgar Square 
church where King George I served as the first warden. About 300 worshippers crowded the church 
whose patron, St. Martin of Tours, is depicted as a soldier halving his cloak to share with a beggar. 

 Jefferts Schori mentioned a St. Martin's renewal project that aims to replace Victorian burial 
vaults with increased space for ministry to the homeless. "It will take what is old and what is new -- the 
good stuff from the past and the surprising possibilities of the present. As your priest told me before the 
service, the crypt downstairs was condemned for the dead in the 1940s, but it is open to the living now." 

 "You were the first lending library, you are building down into the earth in order to liberate and 
build up the people of this city," she told the congregation.  "You claimed the reality that people of  
different faiths may come together here to pray and seek divine inspiration."   

 Lambeth conference affords 'glimpses of the kingdom', relationship…  She cited several other 
glimpses of the kingdom, at the Lambeth Conference 2008, starting its final week at the University of 
Kent in Canterbury, "among bishops who agree and disagree about the hot-button issues, bishops who 
speak different languages, and among bishops who come from vastly different contexts."   

 "One bishop in Madagascar has told of a diocese that is devastated every year by cyclones,  
sometimes several times -- yet he continues his work to rebuild. He holds a vision of a cathedral and 
churches that will be shelters from the storm, both literally and figuratively, and used for schools during 
the week.  He says, 'I will build more churches and fill them with the poor'."  

 A Sudanese bishop, she said, told of  refugees returning to his war-torn country with nothing, and 
about the presence of Al Qaeda and fears of more warfare. "Yet that bishop, and his brother bishops, 
continue to speak good news to their people, to tell their stories to others, and to seek our prayers and 
support, particularly from the more powerful nations of the world who may yet convince Sudan to care 
for all its people," she said. 

 "The sense that we're falling apart is really overblown," Jefferts Schori, standing in the center of 
the room, told the gathering. "We do disagree pretty vehemently about a couple of things. But what we 
are doing is meeting each other and hearing stories about … the pains and joys of our different contexts 
and the great need for the Anglican Communion as a distribution system. We're probably the largest  
distribution system on the planet.  

 Still, she added: "God can work there. We have never been a wholly unified Body of Christ since 
the beginning. It grieves me. It grieves many people. I know it grieves God to see some people deciding 
they're not going to be in fellowship or relationship with others, but we can still get on with the mission 
of the church." 

/documents/KJS_sermon_7-27-08_final.pdf
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The Vestry of  St. Paul’s Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers – Dale Johnson, Sr. Warden & Doug Mouncey, Jr. Warden 

 

 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of  CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician,  

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant,  

Jonathan Howell – Office Coordinator 

John Pizzi – Sexton,  

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 

office – 474-6053     fax – 478-1632    email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org 

websites:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org 

www.nooutcasts.org 

    

2008 2009 2010 

Ronald Ferguson Gelene Lewis John Doughty 

Rebecca Livengood Hal Brown, III Walley Francis 

Laurie Sanderson James Pecoy Barry Pickard 

John Shaffer William Pitcher Marilyn Sharron 
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