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 Advent, the coming, is a time to prepare for the return of  
#ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ 
justice and peace for all.  In contrast from all that seems to lower our 
expectations about God and life comes the story of God returning in 
human flesh, to share in our sufferings, pains and injustices, as well 
as our blessings and joys, to show us a better way, to sanctify all of 
us and thus all that life brings, and to teach us how we as a humanity 
may live happily together by walking in His way. I think that the  
reason Advent is so lost and forgotten in our culture is because 
while we long nostalgically for the Christmas story, we forget or we 
refuse to believe that Christ is indeed coming again. In response to 

ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÏ× ÕÐ ÉÎ ÐÏÌÌÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÙÃÌÅÓȟ Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȩ $Ï ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏËÁÙȩȱ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÆÁÉÔÈȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÅÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏËÁÙȢȱ !ÒÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
going in the right direction? No. The rich are getting richer, the poorest are getting poorer, the 
middle class is shrinking, and the real threats posed by Islamic, Jewish, Hindu and Christian fun-
damentalism seem to be growing even as we seem to be able to do little in response. Add to 
these things the financial uncertainties brought on by sub-prime lending, oil-fueled inflation, 
and growing insurance and health care costs and things look pretty serious. But as people who 
live in hope, which is not to be confused with optimism, we believe that all is going to be okay, 
that we should not live in fear but in radical expectation.   

Living in radical expectation in the midst of all this means we are called to prepare for the 
coming of Christ, not simply preparing for Christmas, but for the return of Christ. We prepare for 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÆÅÁÒ ÂÕÔ ÊÏÙȟ ÁÓ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ×ÁÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÇÅÒ ÌÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÏÆ Á ÌÏÖÅÄ 
one.  It means scanning our habitat, just as we would our homes, getting things ready, and mak-
ing sure we are all on our best behavior simply because we want to have a joyful reunion.  It 
would appear we have much to do.  

 
Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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From the Desk of  the Dean Continued 

How Do You Get to Church Services? 
  

 How do you get to St. Paul's Cathedral?  Do 

you drive your car or take a bus?  Do you get a 

ride with a friend?  Do you walk?  My guess it that 

most of us get to church in one of the above-

ways.  But what if you had no car, or no friend to 

drive you, or were unable to walk because you are 

in a wheelchair?   What if you wanted to attend 

church but had no way or no one to bring you? 

  

 A church service is held every Sunday afternoon 

at Van Duyn Home and Hospital at 1:45 pm.  But not 

everyone is able to come.  Why?  Because if there are 

no transport volunteers to bring the residents down 

to services, they are stuck on the floor or in their 

room.  And with approximately 50 people wanting to 

attend, I am not able to bring them all by myself.  Can 

you help?   

  

I need transport volunteers.  I have 5 Sundays during the 2008 year that I have no 

transport volunteers scheduled.  If a group (only 6 - 8 people) from St. Paul's Cathe-

dral could commit to transporting  

residents for one Sunday, it would be one less that residents would be denied a 

chance to attend.   

 

 

 

Worship is an important part of our 

lives.  Please consider giving the gift of at-

tending church to someone else who must 

depend on others for transport help. 
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           The Bulletin Board 

           Cathedral News 

Birthdays in December 

S. George Dirghalli  1st 

Harriet Averill  2nd 

Dennis McGuire  2nd 

Bruce Tapper  4th 

Jeanne Greenhalgh  5th 

Connie Weseloh  8th 

Rupert Krueger  12th 

Linda Bell   13th 

Christina Hough  13th 

Lotte Rugh   13th 

Earle Traub   13th 

Harry Yeiser, Jr.  15th 

Rebecca Griswold  17th 

Peter Jones   17th 

Rachel Vorchheimer 17th 

Denise McAndrew  18th 

Roy Thomas   18th 

Carol Hays   20th 

Joseph Grapensteter  22nd 

Sangeetha Ekambaram 23rd 

Carol Decker   24th 

Ronald Ferguson  25th 

Joseph Shatzle  26th 

Richard McKee  28th 

Arthur Wilson, Jr.  29th 

Jeffrey Averill  30th 

David Donovan  30th 

Elizabeth Tripodi  30th 

Mary Hastings  31st 

Congratulations!!!  Ryan and Lindsay Todd are 

the proud parents of Brooke-Elizabeth Marie 

Todd.  She was born on October 25th, and 

weighed 6 lbs. 6 oz.  Grand-daughter of Laurel 

Weekley and niece of Adam, Elizabeth, and 

Aaron. 

Owen Trent Serton 

 

 

 

 

Born October 24th to Charlotte Rogers 

and Richard Serton. 

Proud Grandparents are  

Rebecca Livengood and Walter Rogers.   
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 Today is an important Sunday.  This is the Sunday following our Thanksgiving celebrations.   

Today is  a pivotal time in the liturgical calendar.  We come to the end of the period known as the days 

after Pentecost.  Today is also the feast of Christ the King which marks the end of our calendar year and 

symbolizes Christõs eternal reign, seated at the right hand of the Father.  This feast day was instituted by 

Pope Pius the 11th in 1925 who, fearing a rise in secularism, thought that having this feast day would sort 

of focus peoples energies back to the church.  In terms of the Liturgical Calendar I could also say, 

òHappy New Year.ó  Our new liturgical year begins one week from today with the first Sunday of Advent.  

Now I donõt know about you but it seems that we as Christians and Americans have a lot of holiday and 

celebration time to keep straight.  This time of year is especially full of celebration, after holiday, after 

celebration.  And to make it more confusing we have supermarkets, and commercials, and jingles all  

telling us about a holiday that is still a whole month from now.  Itõs enough to make you not want to cele-

brate anything. 

 So here we are, in this beautiful cathedral on this very interesting Sunday, and several people are 

absent.  Many of our friends are still away on vacations.  Our Dean is away today as well, Thanksgiving is 

the only holiday that he can go visit with extended family.  And of course without a priest here we are 

having Morning Prayer instead of Holy Communion.  This past week I was speaking with a parishioner 

who said, òI donõt think I will be in church this Sunday.ó  òWhy,ó I asked, òare you going out of town?ó  

òNo, òshe said, òI donõt like Morning Prayer, church just isnõt church without communion.ó 

 My friends there are two distinct ways in which we remember something special, or give thanks for 

something special.  One of those ways is to throw a party with the best food and drink money can buy.  

And sometimes instead of a joyous Feast we prefer to remember something by putting ourselves in a state 

of quiet contemplation, often we fast.  The Eucharist, which we are not having today is the Greek word 

meaning, òthanksgiving.ó  For me one of the things that makes taking communion so magical is that the 

actions of accepting bread and wine and eating it are simple in nature but symbolize so much.  We are 

given bread and wine that symbolizes Christõs body broken, his blood shed, so that we might be forgiven 

of our sins.  And at the same time that bread and that wine also symbolize Godõs bounty, and the banquet 

that is all spread out and waiting for us. 

 So today let us be happy for this service of Morning Prayer, think of it as an impromptu fast if you 

will.  May our lack of a Eucharist today cause us to focus on how lucky we are that we live in a time and 

place where we can take communion almost every Sunday.  Let us remember that there were times when 

due to the spread of diseases like the plague, or because of persecution, Christians were not able to have 

that luxury.  And with all these celebrations and holidays both secular and religious swirling around us at 

this time of year, let us harness all the feelings and emotions that go along with that, and use them to our 

advantage.  Next Sunday the Dean and our Deacon will be back and we will once again be able to take 

communion.  I challenge you when you come back to the rail next Sunday to take all your holiday/

celebration feelings and emotions, let them open your heart, and give them as a gift back to God.  

Amen. 

Happy New Year, Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Feast of Christ the King, Happy Eucharist 

A homily by Jonathan Howell  
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Children & Family News  

                               by Jeanne Avery 

All ages and friends are invited to the 

Annual St. Nicholas Celebration 

Thursday, December 6th 
 

Special Christmas project to begin at 5:45pm.  

This has been provided by Mrs. Bolton and promises to 

be a lot of fun!  

Dinner at 6:00pm:  homemade soup, salad, rolls  

 

Service at 6:30 pm 

Youth Choir to sing! 

Miss Joan Sammons to be the storyteller 

All children remember to leave your shoes in the back of the 

Cathedral 

Dessert following the Service 

Reservations a must: 

 Call the church at 474-6053 or Averyjeha@yahoo.com 

Donation:  $5.00 per Adult      $3.00 per child 

On your way home by 7:30 
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      December 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed   Fri  Sat 

2 (advent 1)  

Lessons & Carols 

Church of the Saviour 

4pm 

3 4 5  

 Feminist Theology 

           6pm 

   

9 (advent 2) 

Touch Base  9am 

10 

 

 

11 

         Vestry  

        Meeting  

        5:15 pm 

12 
   

16  (advent 3) 

  Jazz Evensong 

         5pm 

 

17 18 19 
   

23 (advent 4) 

 

(St. Paulõs regular 

schedule of services) 

24 Christmas Pageant 

            11:00 am 

       Music of the Season 

           10:30 pm 

    Midnight Mass  11pm 

25  Christmas Day 

          Service 

         10:00 am 

26   Office Closed 
   

30  No Choir 31  New Years Eve   
   

8 

= Christmas wreath sale 



The Courier 

  

9 

                                 2007 

Sun Mon Tue   Thu  Fri  Sat 

    6  

      St. Nicholas Party 

              6pm 

 

7 

              First 

             Friday 

6:15 social, 7:15 dinner 

8 

      Wood & Brass 

        Cleaning 

        10:00 am 

    13 14 

     Women of St. Paulõs  

   Christmas Luncheon & 

       Auction 11:30 am 

15 

    20 21 Cathedral Office  

      closing at noon 

22 

    27 Office Open 

 

MDG Task Force  7:30 pm 

28 29 
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God  willing and the  

people consenting 

 

The Right Reverend  

Gladstone B. Adams III,  

Bishop of the  

Diocese of Central New York  

will ordain as Priest 

 

Georgina Hegney  

Thursday, December 13, 2007 

7:00 in the evening 

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 

15 Orange Street  

Marcellus, New York 
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Coming Soon to a Theater Near You!  

Faith and Film Movie Series 

At St. Paulôs 

 

 

Friday, January 11, 2008 7:00PM 

Looking for something to do on Friday Night? Enjoy a thought provoking movie and a cup of tea or 

organic fair trade coffee. 

ONSITE CHILDCARE provided: $2 per child (come a little early).  

$5 donation goes to the Millenium Develoment Goals  

Help End Poverty by 2015! 
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Christmas Flower Memorials  

Return to the Cathedral Office by Dec. 18th  

Decoration Contribution $______ 

In Loving memory of: 

____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

In Thanksgiving For: 

____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

Given By: _______________________________________________ 
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Add a Mystery Trip to the holiday festivities! 

Gathering the older,  the younger and everyone in between! 

Wednesday, December 19th gather at the Montgomery St. door 

at 10:45am. You  will return to this very spot by 1:45pm. 

What you need to do is: Sign up by calling the church office 474-6053 

And Bring $10.00 to cover your lunch 

 

That is all the information you can hve--sign-up now! Ho Ho Ho! 
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St. Paulðs Happenings 

Friday December 14th 

Women of St. Paulõs  

Christmas  

Luncheon & Auction 

11:30 am 

òGreening of the Cathedraló 

Saturday, December 22nd, 

10 am 

Came have fun and trans-

form the Cathedral!  We 

need some strong hands, and ladder climbers, but 

anyone can help.  Potluck Lunch to follow. 

Please contact Jeanne Greenhalgh at 636-8269 if 

you can help. 

First Friday Dinner, Dec. 7th,  

Menu Roast Pork, Baked Apple Slices, Roasted Potatoes, Steamed Baby Bok Choy, Carrot Salad, 

Gingerbread w/Whipped Cream. Adults $10, Under 12 $5, Under 5 Free.  BYOB and Place Setting,   

Social Hour 6:15, Dinner 7:15.   

Profits go to MDG. 
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tired of uncertainty?  

 

an exploration of hope  

in a precarious world  

downtown advent  series  

wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  

begins november 28, 2007  

at the Empire Brewing Company 

in Armory Square 

more info at www.nooutcasts.org/  
offered by st. paulôs episcopal cathdedral 


