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From The Desk of The Dean

Active Waiting for Christ

Advent, the coming, is about both the end and the beginning
of the story of Christ on Earth. Advent begins not by anticipating
the birth of the Savior, but anticipating the second coming of
Christ, the anointed one, the Messiah. It is future oriented, a
future when all will be put right, where justice and peace will not
only rule in heaven but on Earth.

Advent calls us to wait, w_,;
but the waiting is an active &7 .
waiting, of doing what we r
can do to realize justice ang
peace now, as far as possib
Such active waiting is not
only loving to our neighbors
but a tangible way of loving :
God who desires justice an(‘--—- e
peace for all people. 4

Thinking of our loved
ones and shopping for Christmas presents is not incompatible
with active waiting. It's just not enough. We do well to ask, "If
Christ came today what would be pleasing to Christ and what
would be disappointing to Christ?" Then we can ask ourselves,
"What can | do now that is pleasing to Christ and what can | do
now about the things that would disappoint Christ?" This is one
way we can wait, by preparing the way of the Lord, and making
his paths straight.

Faithfully, Thomas Luck+



The Senior Wardenods Re

by Senior Warden, Doug Mouncey

Doug Mounceyob6s Financial Or al

2009

A. Welcome & Thanks for Joining Us

The intent of this meeting is not so much to review in detail
the status of neither the current 2009 budget nor the antici
pated budget for 2010.

The primary purpose of this meeting is to review the major
challenges facing the financial committee and vestry.

SHORT PRAYER

B. Refer to Financial Hand-outs (see last page of this report)

-Note
l.

[I.
V.

Pledge & Plate income has dropped in recent
years.

Amount available from the endowment has
droppedéal so, since t
the endowment is based on the 5.5% of the pa:
three years, it is anticipated that the amount me
be even lower for the foreseeable future.

Major capital projects have been deferred.
Suggested programs have not been fully
pursued.

Current activities are being heavily subsidized
by deceased members through the endowment
fund.



C. Buildings & Grounds

l. The buildings & Grounds Committee has
developed a list of needed projects for the
Cathedral Complex and the Deanery.

Il. Some projects are needed immediately; all
expected within the next ten years.

lll.  For example

a. There are some leakage
problems now in the stairway
leading from the Sergent Foyer
to the classrooms.

b. The boilers in the Parish House
(offices, dining room, Etc.) are
25-30 years old; the boiler in
the Cathedral is approaching
20 yearséreplacem
newer more efficient models
would be effective stewardship.

c. Within the next 10 years the flat
roofs over the parish house will
have approached their useful life

expectancy.
d. The complex is not as user friendly
as it should beé

improvement would be the
installation of an elevator

e. The audio equipment in the
Cathedral will soon need to be
replaced.

***the list of projects will total approximately $400,000.

***we know that better communication about the parish
operations in general, is needed. Publicizing the list of needed
capital projects is one example and you will be seeing more about
those projects beginning with the December Courier.
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D. Questions that have been grappled with by the Vestry and
Finance Committee.

1.

5.

Where can further revenues be generated and/or
expenses trimmed?

et here really isndt much
Are we using the gifts to the endowment fund as
donors would have expected (l.e. on general
operating expenses rather than things like capital
projects)?

Should we initiate a capital campaign?

-the last one was conducted in support of the rebuildir
of the Cathedral Organ almost 10 years ago.

Should we restrict a portion of the endowment fund
for capital projects?

-thisisacatcie 2 si tuationéi f we
the earnings and appreciation for capital projects,
then how will we pay the heating bills, salaries,
mission activities etc.

What is our vision for the use of the space?

-the style of liturgies and types of mission activities?

E. Decisions that have been made

1.

There needs to be a minimum of $25,000 in the
2010 budget for capital
$4,580éthe total Buildin
woul d average $40, 000 a
does not reach that amou
projects will certainly cost more than $40,000 in one
year.

A separate fund will be established for capital

projectséa sizeabl e bequ
i n the estate of Bob & J
will serve to start the
fund wil|l be named in ho
not known when nor exactly how much will be

receivedéadditional fund

the amount budgeted for the 2010 projects.



F. Summary

1. Much work is needed before we are able to finalize
the budget for 2010.

***Eor all of the items included in our budgets, they must be
examined in relation:

a)To our mission ATo Teach,

b)To how they help us to ﬁEEm
c.) To how they demonstrate good stewardship

2. It is not appropriate to rely on the endowment fund
for general operating expenses.

3. We need to address the capital projects on a routine
basis.

G. Questions

H. Thanks

I. -Bill Pitcher and the Members of the Buildings & Grounds
Committee.
-David Ridings ant the Members of the Finance
Committee.



NANCES
- A SHORT SUMMARY IS PROVIDED IN EACH ISSUE OF THE COURIER

INCOME BUDGET (INCLUDING $174.116 PLEGE) $282.301
PLUS TRANSFER FROM ENDOWMENT 262,176
SUB-TOTAL 544477
EXPENSE BUDGET $323,648
PLUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 20,829
SUB-TOTAL §844.477

BASED UPON ESTIMATES THROUGH THE END OF THE YEAR. IT IS
ANTICIPATED THAT PLEDGES (5160, 200) AND SOME OTHER INCOME ITEMS
WILL BE UNDER BUDGET

TO DEAL WITH THAT. WE'VE DEFERRED NEEDED BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
PROJECTS,

THE BEST GUESS IS THAT THE YEAR WILL END APPROXIMATELY 52,700 [N
I'HE REL.

FINANCES 2010
INITIAL BUDGET DRAFT
INCOME BUDGET (INCLUDING 517194 PLEGE) 583,385

PLUS TRANSFER FROM ENDOWMENT 249026
SUB-TOTAL $532411
EXPENSE BUDGET 8327 831
PLUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 4580
SUB-TOTAL 85332411

ENDOWMENT FUND

TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED FROM THE
ENDOWMENT, 5.5% OF THE AVERAGE OF THE MARKET VALUE FOR THE
PRECEDING THREE YEARS AS OF OCTOBER 31 IS USED:

-MARKET VALUE AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2007: 33,433,884

-MARKET VALUE AS OF OCTOBER 31. 2008: 3,791,026

-MAREKET VALUE AS OF OCTOBER 3|, 2009: 19763514

TOTAL $13.200.424
AVERAGE 4400475
5.5% FOR 2010 242026

*Mote: $7.000 from the Sanford Trust account 1s budgeted m the total mn the “Plus
Transfer from Endowment™; tlis is a separate trust established at a separate financial

istitution for the benefit of St. Paul's and other organizations by the Sanfords.
S FINANCIAL REFORT 111508



The Junior Wardenodés Re
by Junior Warden, Laurie Sanderson

Included in this article is a series of emails: the first is from
former Canon Marti Metzler, and the latter is an account of the
Blessing of the Talking Stick by Laurie Sanderson.

While | was Canon of St. P e
board to the right of my desk chair which I filled with photos,
especially photos of the Womel

they would inspire me with memories of our times together at
Upper Saranac Lake. Just above my computer screen at St.
Jamesd | still have a photo t:
sailboat as it appears from the porch, floating in the morning mist
against brilliant fall foliage. It still conjures up the crackling of

the fire, the quiet sounds of sisters setting out breakfast in the
kitchen, the combined aromas of wood smoke and fresh coffee.
Those memories still remind me of the goodness of God and of

creation. Cindyodos gift has bec¢
has been for you, also. | thank God for each and every minute we
spent together in that sanctified fellowshkiptes hi p ? ) . | 6

that your talking stick has been blessed to keep telling stories!

Love to all, Martie




Subject: Re: All Saints Sunday and Cindy Coursen

Hello everyone, and Kate | have added you in, just
wanted to share Sunday with those who could not be there.
checked with Cindy's daughter, Chris to let her know of our
plan. Called Cindy and said | would pick her up, people were
asking for her and missing her and All Saints Day was an
important day to be theréShe agreed to be ready for me
@9:30. Fortunately Derina volunteered to pick her up as | was
MC, thank you DerinaThursday night, | finally figured out
how it would go. At the last retreat, Kate Day, our retreat leade
presented us with a talking stick for one part of the day.

In response to the part of the story of Joseph we were o
after Joseph was thrown in the pit, we all shared our stories of
the school of hard knocks in our live&s you talked you held
the stick and Kate crocheted a long chain, a different color for
each womanWhen you finished talking, Kate tied the string on
the stick and lead a blessing for each ofkthe retreat we had
decided we wanted the Dean to bless the stick at some point &
we would use it again in events at the cathedral.



So as MC | carried the stick in the processiburing the
announcements Tom invited me to spe@larrying the stick, |
began to talk about the women's retreats and shared a little of whe
we have done through the years, great company, good food, and
wine, bible study and prayer , and always our own faith sharing in
our own stories At some point | started to say Cindy but came out
with St... first, corrected myself, Tom quickly added St Cindy was
most appropriatel explained what the talking stick was and how
Kate used it with us and our request to have Tom bleBkat.
stick was symbolic of the many stories that had been shared
throughout the yearsthen said | wanted to ask Cindy Coursen as
our wonderful hostess to please come forward and hold the
stick. and for any women who have been on retreat to please
come forward alsoCindy came down slowly and gracefully
followed by several womenl. kissed her and handed her the
stick .Women circled around hef.om blessed the stick and
Cindy. Then each woman embraced Cindyindy then said, "I
would like to say somethingTom quickly pointed out she was
holding the talking stick Cindy talked of her early years of being
a wife and mother and being overwhelmed with babies, diapers,
etc. She had fled to the church up the street where the minister
listened kindly to her.The following spring, the ladies of that
church gave her a scholarship for a week's retreat, (She had to pa
for her babysitter!)That was her first retreat ever
and because of that experience she had wante
offer the camp for retreatd he congregation f‘
applauded this great ladyder daughter and son
in law had slipped in for the service, they did n
want her to see them before as that would hav
been too suspicious.

Anyway, thank you to June Bisson for the
suggestion and thank you to Cindy for being sc &%
present to us all these yeakd/e love you! \ @ 1

Thanks Be To God!aurie |

&




A Faithful Witness
by John Shaffer, Stewardship Committee

Every year, the
ministries «
Cathedral are supported k
many special contribution:
given as memorials to
deceased members and
friends of the church.
Whether large or small,
such gifts are a meaningf Creating a Path to the Future
and living way to honor
these people of faith who
have worshipped among
and touched our lives. 4

So far this year, we have already received $8,615 in
memorial contributions, given by 130 donors. Gifts have been
received in loving memory of Nan Dorr, Polly Plumb, Eloise
Hardy, Arch Friedel, Jane Reifenstein, William Alston, George
Stafford and Betty Murphy. Some were designated for special
activities with which these people were associated, such as the
Altar Guild or Friends of Music. If undesignated, memorial gifts
are used to advance all areas of our mission.

While these funds help us to do many things, they are als
an important witness to the wider community. As one who has
begun to scan the obituaries more regularly than in my younger
years, | am always struck by those simple lines that suggest gift
to this place as a fitting remembrance. In a few words, they
acknowl edge St. Paul 6s as a
individuals- and they encourage us to join them in their hope an
commitment to its future!
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St . Paul 6s Goes Outside
to the Diocese and the Presiding Bishop
by Dean Thomas Luck

| will not hide my disappointment that those who planned
the events of our Diocesan Convention did not plan one event to

occur at St . Paul 6s Cathedr al
mul tiple |l evels, St. Paul s m:
and even to the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. In fact,
the Presiding Bishop was intr

to face before she met anyone else from the diocese, except our
Bishop.

About thirty minutes after she arrived at Hancock airport
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was brought by Bishop
Adams to a LOArche home, wher
Reverend Perry Mouncey, their daughter in law Sarah, Jr. Warder
Laurie Sanderson, Mary Hastings, Serenity Baxter, the Reverend
Canon Deacon Jane Luck and | were waiting alongside the

L6OArche residents. You may Kkn
Mary have been involved with I
France, L6OArche i s a ministry

challenged adults with a focus on living in community while being
as involved with the wider society as possible. Ask Doug about the
time he and Perry had in Paris and Canterbury many years ago.
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At one time my predecessor, Dean Dick Bower, was the
of ficial | i ai son between LOAI
inquired of Dick if he still had that role. Dean Bower made a call
to the Presiding Bishopb6s off
visit was set up for the Presiding Bishop to have her first visit ev
to a LO6Arche facility. Doug \
Serenity and me as well . My I
we went around the room introducing ourselves and people mer
tioned that they were from St

The Convention Eucharist this year was on Sunday,
November 22 and all of the Diocese (including all of you) were
i nvited to attend. Ever ywher
were playing key roles in the liturgy. Jim Pecoy served as the
Crucifer and Julie Gedro and Erin Fox served as Torchbearers,
nobly carrying our processional cross and torches to lead the
Procession. Rachel Thomas did an excellent job as one of the
readers. St. Paul és Cathedr al
the Diocesan Choir that sang gloriously for this special occasion
Tenor Jonathan Howell and Soprano Nora Fleming sang beautil
solos. Canon Musician Jim Potts expertly conducted 100 voices
for the Offertory Anthem. Doug Mouncey hoisted our enormous
banner and carried it in the Procession. Laurie Sanderson and
served as Chalice Bearers. And Canon Deacon Jane gracefully
served as the Deacon of the Table, standing at the side of
Presiding Bishop during the Eucharistic Prayer.

12



Further, in her Homily the Presiding Bishop specifically
mentioned her visit to the L&,
as a sign of Goddos Kingdom. S
Reverend Georgina Hegney and her decision to go unarmed wher
she was a Probation Officer, while she was a parishioner at St.
Paul 6s, as another sign of Goc¢
Presiding Bishop mentioned the good work of the Diocese with
the Episcopal Church in El Salvador, which is done in concert
with Cristosal, of which Becky Livengood is a-cbair of the
Board. And, of course, there were dozens of parishioners of St.

Paul 6s Cathedral within the ¢c:¢
| feel proud that even though the Diocese and the Presiding
Bi shop did not come to St. Pal

and the Presiding Bishop and fulfilled its role as the Cathedral of
this Diocese. When required, we can very ably be a Cathedral
without walls.

13




The Cathedral Bulletin

Board Birthdays in December
LU s S, George Dirghallil2/01
December Anniversaries - Harriet Averill 12/02
Harry & Jean Yeiser -- Bruce Tapper 12/04

Nancy & Harry Lambright 7> Jeanne Greenhalgli2/05
-~ Connie Weseloh 12/08

Lorelei Lacey 12/11

— Linda Bell 12/13
St. Baldrick's for Hannah Lotte Rugh 12/13
Kim and Lorelei Lacey are going Earle Traub 12/13

to be 'shavees' for St. Baldrick's Harry Yeiser Jr.  12/15
in March of 2010 in memory of | Rebecca Griswold 12/17
Hannah Coye. Hannah Coye wagRachel Vorchheimer 12/17

a member of Pitcher Hill Denise McAndrew 12/18
Community Church (Lorelei Roy Thomas 12/18
Lacey's former church), and digd Carol Hays 12/20
at age 6 after a courageous battleKathy Hum 12/23
with liver cancer. They are Carol Decker 12/24

hoping to raise $10,000.00 in the Ronald Ferguson 12/25
fight against childhood cancers| Joseph Schatzle 12/26

Please see their website Richard McKee  12/28
thebaldlaceys.tumblr.cofor Arthur Wilson Jr  12/29
more information (including a Jeffrey Averill 12/30
projected picture of their David Donovan  12/30

baldness!) as well as informatign Elizabeth Tripodi 12/30
about Hannah and links to their| Mary Hastings 12/31
St. Baldrick's donation pages.
More info on the shaving date t
follow.

O
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Dec.

1

Dec. 2

Dec. 3

Dec.

Dec. 5

Dec. 6

Dec. 7

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

9
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

7:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
Noon
9:00 a.m.
All Morning
5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Happening in December

Note: for a listing of prayer schedules, check the Fall schedule on page 18

Narcotics Anonymous

Syracuse Chorale Rehearsal

Cathedral Chapter

Fresh Start

Vera House Alternatives
Community Ministry Team
Choir Rehearsal
Narcotics Anonymous
First Friday Social Hour
First Friday Dinner
Altar/Flower Guild
Syracuse Chorale Concert
Buildings & Grounds
Vera House Alternatives
Narcotics Anonymous
Vestry Meeting

Feminist Theology
Diocesan Board Meeting
Vera House Alternatives
Choir Rehearsal
Narcotics Anonymous
St .
Brass & Wood Cleaning
Hand to Hand Gift Shop
Vera House Alternatives

Women of

Narcotics Anonymous
Diocesan Board Meeting

Common Threads

Hansen Dining Room
Cathedral

Brewster Room
Brewster Room
Hansen Dining Room
Brewster Room
Chase Music Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Cathedral

Cathedral

Brewster Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Deanery

Brewster Room
Brewster Room
Hansen Dining Room
Chase Music Room
Hansen Dining Room
BiewstertRoom
Cathedral

Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Brewster Room

Deanery

=



Dec. 17

Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Dec. 22
Dec 24

Dec. 25
Dec. 28

Dec. 29

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
All Day

5:00 p.m.

11:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
TBA
7:30 a.m.

Vera House Alternatives
Choir Rehearsal

3rd Thursday Jazz Mass
Narcotics Anonymous
Vera House Alternatives
Narcotics Anonymous
Office Closed

A Simple Christmas Eve
With Carols

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Mass
Vera House Alternatives

Holy Innocents Service

Narcotics Anonymous

Hansen Dining Room
Chase Music Rom
Cathedral

Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
St. Paul 6s
Cathedral

Cathedral
Cathedral
Hansen Dining Room
Cathedral

Hansen Dining Room
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First Friday Dinner

December 4th
6:15 pm Social Hot
7:00 pm Dinner

Roast Beef Tenderloin
~

rf !
[

Sautéed Mushrooms
Roasted Potatoes with Sour Cre

F

¥
.

Adults §10, Children (5-1;

- Sain( Pauls
' [PISCOPAL CATHEDRAL




Saint Paul s Sch
Sundays
8:00 a.m. Meditation Mass (Cathedral)
9:00 a.m. Christian Formation
Lectio Divina Prayer and Meditation covering the Sunday
Lessons | ed by Sue Wrig

The Bible, Anglicans and S&ec. 5&12, History/Theology of
Anglicanism seen through the lens of human sexuality led b
Dean Thomas Luck. (Hansen Dining Room)

Kids Own Worshi@ A worship and educational experience for
children of all ages. (2nd Floor Child & Parent area)

9:15 a.m. Cathedral Choir Practice (Chase Music Room)
10:00 a.m. Choral Mass (Cathedral
12:30 p.m. Sudanese Morning Prayer (Hadley Chapel)

Monday-Friday
8a.m. Morning Prayer (Chapel)
12:10 Noonday Prayer (Chapel) (accept Thursday)
5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Chapel) (accept Friday)

Thursdays
11: 00 Lectionary Study
12:10 p.m. Healing Service (Hadley Chapel)
8:00 p.m. Jazz Mass (Cathedra88rd Thursday of the month)

Baptisms
All Saints Sunday (November 1)

18



VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting held on Tuesday, November 1(
20009.

Budget & Finance Committee:Notification has been received that
St. Paul 6s is the beneficiary
Jane Reifenstein. This is anticipated to be in the range of $200,0C
to be received sometime in 2010. After much discussion, the folloy
ing resolution was put forward and adopted by the Vestry:

That aReifenstein Building Funble created, the principal and
income of which are restricted to the capital building expens
of St. Paul 6s as authorizec
tion to the fund shall be the bequest received from the Reife
stein Estate. Additional contributions to the Fund are allowe:
and encouraged, and may be designated by the donor or by
the Vestry.

The Women o fGeléhe Lewiaanounéed that the WOSF
has been given a gift of $3,000 from the Marsellus Family Founda
tion. Other gifts from the Foundation include $1,000 towards the

music in the Cathedral; and $1,000 to go into the Endowment Fun

Building and Grounds Thanks to the generous gift from Jane
Reifenstein, the urgent maintenance work in the Cathedral, Parish
House and Deanery can now be scheduled.

Fundraisers 2009 i Mur der i n Jiarid@ya@ctoleedd; a
2009. The final amount raised was $4,300.

Office Hours: Now that Jonathon Howell is no longer living in the
Cathedral apartment, further adjustments to office hours are being
made, and the implementation of kitchen cleg@nsnow removal

and building security are under discussion.

The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 8,
2009, at 7PM.

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones
Clerk to the Vestry
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Diiocese of Central New York Convention
Sunday, November 22, 2009

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop
The Episcopal Church

I met our new President the day after he was inaugurated. There was a big prayer
service at the Natonal Cathedral, with a whole raft of religions leaders. Before the
service. each of us had about 20 seconds for a picture with the Obamas and the Bidens.
When President Obarma saw wy staff (the stick or prunatial eross [earry), he said to one
of lus stafl, *T need one of those!” He has plenty of signs and svmbols of office, but I
thunk all leaders vearn for something that will make the work of leaderslup easier or more
strapghtforward

Pilate has plenty of signs of authority. and not just symbols of power, but physical
evidence of 1t. The stones about lum tell of hus cruelty and mpredictalality and
inclination to violence. He doesn't just use signs to keep order, he uses every element of
power he can put his hands on, He uses both signs and sticks. His guard carmied ensigns
and banners representing the power of Rome night into the center of Jemsalem, provoking
offense and deep resentment 1 the Jewish populace. Pilate's very name 1s probably a
reference to lus skill with a spear. His job 1s to collect taxes and keep order, wluch he
does wath brute force. He knows that Passover has hustonically been a tune of unrest and
rebellion. so lie's m Jerusalem to make sure there isn't an uprising. He's wormed. and
with good reason.

The guards bring Jesus in, brnused from lus most recent interrogation, and Pilate
begins his scomiul questioning, “Are vor the king?" Can vou hear Pilate’s worry, and
also his disbelief” “Are you, you pitiful creature, frving to usurp my anthonity here?
What is Pilate going to do with this pathetic upstari?

“They say you're king of the Jews. Are you a king?”

And Jesus makes his remarkable dposte: “You say so. [ am here to address
tuth.” Jesus evidently doesn’ see truth sirting 1ight there, talking to hin, so why should
he contiove this conversation? “You say that am a king... If vou had anyilung to do
with truth, vou would listen to me.”

Pilate can only nnderstand the kind of king he aspires to be, and he can't conceive
of anything kingly about the prisoner in front of him. Who is fiee here? Wheo is king?
Who las truth?

We celebrate thus feast of Clst the King on the last Sunday of the Chnistian vear,
as a renunder of the end of all things. or perhaps in language that makes more sense. as
the end or goal of creation. 'We've had tlus feast m the western church smee fascisin
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began to raise its head in Europe between the World Wars. Tt also reminds us that our
ultimate allegance 1s supposed to be to a very different kand of power and authority.

What kind of king 1s Jesus claiming to be? He tells Pilate that he hasn't becowme a
kmg throngh the world's domg. and that he's not one who either fights humself or
encourages others to violence. His is not a kingdom of force. It is one of vulnerability,
without arms or fanuly or political power or even a place for the king to lay his head.
Nor is this kingdom interested in defense; mstead it comes with an invitation to embrace
those who want to do us violence. and a conumand 1o love our enemies as well as those
who love us.

The signs of tlus kmegdom are lnunble — water and o1l. bread and wine — the stuff
of everyday life. And the symbols of power mn this kingdom are the very sticks that Pilate
nses for violence — the tree of death become the tree of life, and the roval throne of the
CIoss,

You and 1 ave citizens of this upside down kingdom. the muusters of a lord who
as Revelation puts it, “made us to be a Hogdom ™ We have been created and baptized to
be muplementers of this love of enemy. to be servants of the least of these. to be dreamers
of the undefended vision of the Reign of God.

Where is this kingdom, or maybe a better question, when is this kingdom? Jesus
frequently reminds his hearers that it 1s around us, and among us, and within us. 1t 15 here
and now, and 1t 15 urgent. 1t°s not just pie m the sky when youn die. as Joe Hill sang — and
he knew something about the violence of the kingdoms of this world. One of those
earthly kingdoms tock lus hife too. No, Jesus msisted this kingdom was here. and he
thought ¥ was nnportant to feed and heal people m tlos life, even 1f some of lus followers
have always wanted to push the feast off for a few years — or nullenma.

King Jesus reigns wherever his kingdom-makers are at work. Tam told that there
15 a certann puiest i this diocese who used to work as a probation officer. and refused to
catty a weapon. After she left that work, her former colleagues began fo inutate her
unwillingness to pack a pistel. How is it possible to meet Jesus mn vour neighbor if you
walk around ready to shoot bum or her?

I got to see the kangdom at the 1" Arche Crovden home on Friday. The shared
lives of those who are disabled and those who are not bring joy to any who meet then
The assistants who live or work in the four L Archie homes i Syvracuse come from
around the world as well as right here. Each one 15 on a jowmey in search of that
kngdom, and discovering 1t m the shared pain and jov and challenge of daily life.

I see the kingdom at work i the commumity who gather around Kathovn Jensen
and the people of Grace, Utica, shanng pam and grief and fond memories of Jun, and
refusing to let death have the final word. Even the editor of the local newspaper in Utica,
Mike Kilian, had the volnerability fo write abont his grief and stand in solidarity with
others.
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[ met the kingdom vesterday among dozens of passionate youg people who told
e they want to leave this world better than they have foud 1.

Look a bir farther abroad and see king Jesus at work m the Mission of Miracles,
El Salvador. transforming the lives of those with no other access to health care.

Where is king Jesus in the nudst of the health care debates here? He 1s certainly
speaking when we hear that all people need access to healing. There are lots of other
volces in those debates that talk about self-protection and fear: we don’t want to lose our
coverage, we don't want to do anyvihing to endanger what we alveady have, Most of those
voices haven't vet recogmzed that if we don’t share the resources we have we 're all
going to be a lof worse off. Jesus healed move often than he did anvilung else, e went
out of lus way to heal, and he rarely counted the cost. He healed lepers who didn’t bother
to say thank vou, he healed people who merely got close enough to touch him, he healed
a man whose tnends worked hard to get their buddy m through the root. The kmgdom 1s
evident whenever anvone 15 healed. T certainly don’t want to mss it

The signs of the Kingdom are open doors, and access fo Jesus and lis mumstry of
good news. healing and feeding. The signs of the kingdom are not more and lugher
fences to ihibit access, Jesus doesn’t use sticks to keep peaple out or drive them away,
His sticks are the sacrificial. cross-shaped work of solidanty and accompaniment.

“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for vou
from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and vou gave me food, T was thirsty
and vou gave me something to douk, [ was a stranger and vou welcomed me. 1 was naked
and vou gave me clothing, T was sick and you took care of me. Twas 1w prison and vou
visited me " (Matt 25:34-36)

The only signs of office we need are the sticks of the eross. That 1s truth, right in
front of us. Where and when will vou help to build this kingdow?
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The

Ministers

All Baptized People

Vestry of

St . Paul

0s

2009

2010

2011

Gelene Lewis

John Doughty

Dr. Julie Gedro

Harold R. Brown Il

Walley Francis

David Morgan

James Pecoy

Marilyn Sharron

John Shaffer

William Pitcher

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector
Officers i Douglas Mouncey, Sr. Warden
Laurie Sanderson, Jr. Warden

Staff

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams lll, Bishop of CNY
The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector
Office Hours: MorThurs. 7:30 a.m6:00 p.m.

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor
James L. Potts- Canon Musician
Ellen Grapensteter- Accounting Assistant
Office Hours: Mon. 8:30 a.@.4:30 p.m.,

Tuesday 10:00 a.id.6:00 p.m., Wednesday 8:30 aini2:30 p.m.
Jonathan Howelli Office Coordinator
Office Hours: TuedVed 95pm
Thursday 96 pm
John Pizzii Building Manager
Office Hours: MorFriday 7:00 a.md 2:30 p.m.

(St . Paul 6s Office i1s clo

Office Volunteers

Beverly Bolton, Wendy Jones, Mary Hastings
Bob Tyldesley, Sue Hofmann, Ginger Merrill,
Ruth Brown, Patrick Dorr, Debbie Bogan
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