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Have you remembered St. Paulõs Cathedral in your will? 

ñAdventò  by Roger Hutchison 
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From The Desk of The Dean 

Active Waiting for Christ  

 

      Advent, the coming, is about both the end and the beginning 

of the story of Christ on Earth. Advent begins not by anticipating 

the birth of the Savior, but anticipating the second coming of 

Christ, the anointed one, the Messiah. It is future oriented, a  

future when all will be put right, where justice and peace will not 

only rule in heaven but on Earth. 

      Advent calls us to wait, 

but the waiting is an active 

waiting, of doing what we 

can do to realize justice and 

peace now, as far as possible. 

Such active waiting is not 

only loving to our neighbors, 

but a tangible way of loving 

God who desires justice and 

peace for all people. 

      Thinking of our loved 

ones and shopping for Christmas presents is not incompatible 

with active waiting. It's just not enough. We do well to ask, "If 

Christ came today what would be pleasing to Christ and what 

would be disappointing to Christ?" Then we can ask ourselves, 

"What can I do now that is pleasing to Christ and what can I do 

now about the things that would disappoint Christ?" This is one 

way we can wait, by preparing the way of the Lord, and making 

his paths straight. 

 

Faithfully,Thomas Luck+                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

The Senior Wardenôs Reportéé.. 
by Senior Warden, Doug Mouncey 
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Doug Mounceyôs Financial Oral Report, Sunday, November 15, 

2009 

 

A. Welcome  & Thanks for Joining Us 

  

 The intent of this meeting is not so much to review in detail 

 the status of neither the current 2009 budget nor the antici

 pated budget for 2010. 

  

 The primary purpose of this meeting is to review the major 

challenges facing the financial committee and vestry. 

 

SHORT PRAYER 

 

B. Refer to Financial Hand-outs (see last page of this report) 

 

 -Note 

 I.   Pledge & Plate income has dropped in recent 

 years. 

 II.   Amount available from the endowment has    

 droppedéalso, since the amount available from 

 the endowment is based on the 5.5% of the past 

 three years, it is anticipated that the amount may 

 be even lower for the foreseeable future. 

 III.   Major capital projects have been deferred. 

 IV.   Suggested programs have not been fully  

 pursued. 

 V.   Current activities are being heavily subsidized 

 by deceased members through the endowment 

 fund. 



 

 

C.  Buildings & Grounds 

 

 I.   The buildings & Grounds Committee has  

 developed a list of needed projects for the  

 Cathedral Complex and the Deanery. 

 II.   Some projects are needed immediately; all 

 expected within the next ten years. 

 III.   For example 

 

  a. There are some leakage  

      problems now in the stairway  

      leading from the Sergent Foyer 

      to the classrooms. 

  b.  The boilers in the Parish House 

      (offices, dining room, Etc.) are 

      25-30 years old; the boiler in  

      the Cathedral is approaching  

      20 yearséreplacement with  

      newer more efficient models  

      would be effective stewardship. 

  c.  Within the next 10 years the flat 

      roofs over the parish house will 

      have approached their useful life  

      expectancy. 

  d.  The complex is not as user friendly 

      as it should beé a significant  

      improvement would be the  

      installation of an elevator 

  e.  The audio equipment in the  

      Cathedral will soon need to be  

      replaced. 

 

***the list of projects will total approximately $400,000. 

***we know that better communication about the parish  

operations in general, is needed.  Publicizing the list of needed 

capital projects is one example and you will be seeing more about 

those projects beginning with the December Courier. 
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D.  Questions that have been grappled with by the Vestry and 

Finance Committee. 

 1.  Where can further revenues be generated and/or  

 expenses trimmed? 

 éthere really isnôt much room for maneuvering. 

 2.   Are we using the gifts to the endowment fund as 

 donors would have expected (I.e. on general  

 operating expenses rather than things like capital 

 projects)? 

 3. Should we initiate a capital campaign? 

 -the last one was conducted in support of the rebuilding 

 of the Cathedral Organ almost 10 years ago. 

 4.  Should we restrict a portion of the endowment fund 

 for capital projects? 

 -this is a catch-22 situationéif we restrict some of 

 the earnings and appreciation for capital projects, 

 then how will we pay the heating bills, salaries,   

 mission activities etc. 

 5.  What is our vision for the use of the space? 

  -the style of liturgies and types of mission activities? 

E. Decisions that have been made 

 1.  There needs to be a minimum of $25,000 in the   

  2010 budget for capital projectséthe initial draft has  

  $4,580éthe total Buildings & Grounds list of projects  

  would average $40,000 a yearéA budget of $25,000  

  does not reach that amount but it is a startésome  

  projects will certainly cost more than $40,000 in one  

  year. 

 2.  A separate fund will be established for capital  

 projectséa sizeable bequest was made to St. Paulôs 

 in the estate of Bob & Jane Reifensteinéthat bequest 

 will serve to start the fundéit is anticipated that the 

 fund will be named in honor of the Reifensteinséit is 

 not known when nor exactly how much will be  

 receivedéadditional funds will be needed to achieve 

 the amount budgeted for the 2010 projects. 
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F.  Summary 

 1. Much work is needed before we are able to finalize 

 the budget for 2010. 

 

 2. It is not appropriate to rely on the endowment fund 

 for general operating expenses. 

 3. We need to address the capital projects on a routine 

 basis. 

 

G.  Questions 

 

H. Thanks 

I. -Bill Pitcher and the Members of the Buildings & Grounds 

 Committee. 

-David Ridings ant the Members of the Finance  

 Committee. 
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***For all of the items included in our budgets, they must be 

examined in relation: 

a.)  To our mission ñTo Teach, Celebrate and serve Christò 

b.)  To how they help us to ñEmbrace our Futureò 

c.)  To how they demonstrate good stewardship 
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The Junior Wardenôs Reportéé.. 
by Junior Warden, Laurie Sanderson 

Included in this article is a series of emails: the first is from  

former Canon Marti Metzler, and the latter is an account of the 

Blessing of the Talking Stick by Laurie Sanderson. 

 

 While I was Canon of St. Paulôs Cathedral, I had a bulletin 

board to the right of my desk chair which I filled with photos,  

especially photos of the Womenôs Retreat. Through out the year 

they would inspire me with memories of our times together at 

Upper Saranac Lake. Just above my computer screen at St. 

Jamesô I still have a photo taken by Jennifer Johnson of Cindyôs 

sailboat as it appears from the porch, floating in the morning mist 

against brilliant fall foliage. It still conjures up the crackling of 

the fire, the quiet sounds of sisters setting out breakfast in the 

kitchen, the combined aromas of wood smoke and fresh coffee. 

Those memories still remind me of the goodness of God and of 

creation. Cindyôs gift has been a continuing one to me as I see it 

has been for you, also. I thank God for each and every minute we 

spent together in that sanctified fellowship sistership?). Iôm glad 

that your talking stick has been blessed to keep telling stories!  

 

Love to all, Martie 
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Subject: Re: All Saints Sunday and Cindy Coursen 

 Hello everyone, and Kate I have added you in, just 

wanted to share Sunday with those who could not be there.  I 

checked with Cindy's daughter, Chris to let her know of our 

plan.  Called Cindy and said I would pick her up, people were 

asking for her and missing her and All Saints Day was an  

important day to be there.  She agreed to be ready for me 

@9:30.  Fortunately Derina volunteered to pick her up as I was 

MC, thank you Derina!  Thursday night, I finally figured out 

how it would go.  At the last retreat, Kate Day, our retreat leader 

presented us with a talking stick for one part of the day.   

 In response to the part of the story of Joseph we were on, 

after Joseph was thrown in the pit, we all shared our stories of 

the school of hard knocks in our lives.  As you talked you held 

the stick and Kate crocheted a long chain, a different color for 

each woman.  When you finished talking, Kate tied the string on 

the stick and lead a blessing for each one.  At the retreat we had  

decided we wanted the Dean to bless the stick at some point and 

we would use it again in events at the cathedral.   

     



 

 

 So as MC I carried the stick in the procession.  During the 

announcements Tom invited me to speak.  Carrying the stick, I  

began to talk about the women's retreats and shared a little of what 

we have done through the years, great company, good food, and 

wine, bible study and prayer , and always our own faith sharing in 

our own stories.  At some point I started to say Cindy but came out 

with St... first, corrected myself, Tom quickly added St Cindy was 

most appropriate.  I explained what the talking stick was and how 

Kate used it with us and our request to have Tom bless it. The 

stick was symbolic of the many stories that had been shared 

throughout the years. I then said I wanted to ask Cindy Coursen as 

our wonderful hostess to please come forward and hold the 

stick.  and for any women who have been on retreat to please 

come forward also.  Cindy came down slowly and gracefully  

followed by several women.  I kissed her and handed her the 

stick .Women circled around her.  Tom blessed the stick and 

Cindy.  Then each woman embraced Cindy.  Cindy then said, "I 

would like to say something"  Tom quickly pointed out she was 

holding the talking stick.  Cindy talked of her early years of being 

a wife and mother and being overwhelmed with babies, diapers, 

etc.  She had fled to the church up the street where the minister 

listened kindly to her.  The following spring, the ladies of that 

church gave her a scholarship for a week's retreat, (She had to pay 

for her babysitter!)  That was her first retreat ever 

and because of that experience she had wanted to 

offer the camp for retreats.  The congregation  

applauded this great lady.  Her daughter and son 

in law had slipped in for the service, they did not 

want her to see them before as that would have 

been too suspicious.   

    Anyway, thank you to June Bisson for the  

suggestion and thank you to Cindy for being so 

present to us all these years.  We love you!  

Thanks Be To God! Laurie 
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A Faithful Witness 

by John Shaffer, Stewardship Committee 

 
 Every year, the  

ministries of St. Paulôs  

Cathedral are supported by 

many special contributions, 

given as memorials to  

deceased members and 

friends of the church. 

Whether large or small, 

such gifts are a meaningful 

and living way to honor 

these people of faith who 

have worshipped among us 

and touched our lives.  

 

 So far this year, we have already received $8,615 in  

memorial contributions, given by 130 donors. Gifts have been  

received in loving memory of Nan Dorr, Polly Plumb, Eloise 

Hardy, Arch Friedel, Jane Reifenstein, William Alston, George 

Stafford and Betty Murphy. Some were designated for special  

activities with which these people were associated, such as the  

Altar Guild or Friends of Music. If undesignated, memorial gifts 

are used to advance all areas of our mission. 

 

 While these funds help us to do many things, they are also 

an important witness to the wider community. As one who has  

begun to scan the obituaries more regularly than in my younger 

years, I am always struck by those simple lines that suggest gifts 

to this place as a fitting remembrance. In a few words, they  

acknowledge St. Paulôs as a defining element in the lives of those 

individuals-- and they encourage us to join them in their hope and 

commitment to its future! 
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St. Paulôs Goes Outside Its Walls  

to the Diocese and the Presiding Bishop 

by Dean Thomas Luck 

 I will not hide my disappointment that those who planned 

the events of our Diocesan Convention did not plan one event to 

occur at St. Paulôs Cathedral. But I will say that on various and 

multiple levels, St. Paulôs made itself very present to the Diocese 

and even to the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. In fact, 

the Presiding Bishop was introduced to St. Paulôs Cathedral face 

to face before she met anyone else from the diocese, except our 

Bishop. 

 About thirty minutes after she arrived at Hancock airport 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was brought by Bishop 

Adams to a LôArche home, where Sr. Warden Doug and the  

Reverend Perry Mouncey, their daughter in law Sarah, Jr. Warden 

Laurie Sanderson, Mary Hastings, Serenity Baxter, the Reverend 

Canon Deacon Jane Luck and I were waiting alongside the  

LôArche residents. You may know that Doug, Perry, Laurie, and 

Mary have been involved with LôArche for many years. Begun in 

France, LôArche is a ministry to and with developmentally  

challenged adults with a focus on living in community while being 

as involved with the wider society as possible. Ask Doug about the 

time he and Perry had in Paris and Canterbury many years ago. 
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 At one time my predecessor, Dean Dick Bower, was the 

official liaison between LôArche and the Episcopal Church. Doug 

inquired of Dick if he still had that role. Dean Bower made a call 

to the Presiding Bishopôs office, one thing led to another, and a 

visit was set up for the Presiding Bishop to have her first visit ever 

to a LôArche facility. Doug was kind enough to invite Jane,  

Serenity and me as well. My Deanôs heart swelled with pride as 

we went around the room introducing ourselves and people men-

tioned that they were from St. Paulôs Cathedral. 

 The Convention Eucharist this year was on Sunday,  

November 22 and all of the Diocese (including all of you) were 

invited to attend. Everywhere one looked St. Paulôs parishioners 

were playing key roles in the liturgy. Jim Pecoy served as the  

Crucifer and Julie Gedro and Erin Fox served as Torchbearers,  

nobly carrying our processional cross and torches to lead the  

Procession. Rachel Thomas did an excellent job as one of the  

readers. St. Paulôs Cathedral Choir made up a large proportion of 

the Diocesan Choir that sang gloriously for this special occasion. 

Tenor Jonathan Howell and Soprano Nora Fleming sang beautiful 

solos. Canon Musician Jim Potts expertly conducted 100 voices 

for the Offertory Anthem. Doug Mouncey hoisted our enormous 

banner and carried it in the Procession.  Laurie Sanderson and I 

served as Chalice Bearers. And Canon Deacon Jane gracefully 

served as the Deacon of the Table, standing at the side of  

Presiding Bishop during the Eucharistic Prayer.  
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 Further, in her Homily the Presiding Bishop specifically  

mentioned her visit to the LôArche home and her experience there 

as a sign of Godôs Kingdom. She also made reference to the  

Reverend Georgina Hegney and her decision to go unarmed when 

she was a Probation Officer, while she was a parishioner at St. 

Paulôs, as another sign of Godôs Kingdom. Also in her Homily the 

Presiding Bishop mentioned the good work of the Diocese with 

the Episcopal Church in El Salvador, which is done in concert 

with Cristosal, of which Becky Livengood is a co-chair of the 

Board. And, of course, there were dozens of parishioners of St. 

Paulôs Cathedral within the congregation that morning. 

 I feel proud that even though the Diocese and the Presiding 

Bishop did not come to St. Paulôs, St. Paulôs went to the Diocese 

and the Presiding Bishop and fulfilled its role as the Cathedral of 

this Diocese. When required, we can very ably be a Cathedral 

without walls. 
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St. Baldrick's for Hannah 

Kim and Lorelei Lacey are going 

to be 'shavees' for St. Baldrick's 

in March of 2010 in memory of 

Hannah Coye.  Hannah Coye was 

a member of Pitcher Hill  

Community Church (Lorelei 

Lacey's former church), and died 

at age 6 after a courageous battle 

with liver cancer.  They are  

hoping to raise $10,000.00 in the 

fight against childhood cancers.  

Please see their website  

thebaldlaceys.tumblr.com for 

more information (including a 

projected picture of their  

baldness!) as well as information 

about Hannah and links to their 

St. Baldrick's donation pages.  

More info on the shaving date to 

follow. 

The Cathedral Bulletin 

Board  
Birthdays in December 
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December Anniversaries 

Harry & Jean Yeiser 

Nancy & Harry Lambright 

S. George Dirghalli  12/01 

Harriet Averill  12/02 

Bruce Tapper  12/04 

Jeanne Greenhalgh  12/05 

Connie Weseloh  12/08 

Lorelei Lacey  12/11 

Linda Bell   12/13 

Lotte Rugh   12/13 

Earle Traub   12/13 

Harry Yeiser Jr.  12/15 

Rebecca Griswold  12/17 

Rachel Vorchheimer 12/17 

Denise McAndrew  12/18 

Roy Thomas   12/18 

Carol Hays   12/20 

Kathy Hum   12/23 

Carol Decker  12/24 

Ronald Ferguson  12/25 

Joseph Schatzle  12/26 

Richard McKee  12/28 

Arthur Wilson Jr  12/29 

Jeffrey Averill  12/30 

David Donovan  12/30 

Elizabeth Tripodi  12/30 

Mary Hastings  12/31 



 

 

Happening in December 

Dec. 1 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 6:00 p.m. Syracuse Chorale Rehearsal Cathedral 

Dec. 2 4:30 p.m. Cathedral Chapter Brewster Room 

Dec. 3 10:00 a.m. Fresh Start Brewster Room 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 5:00 p.m. Community Ministry Team Brewster Room 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal Chase Music Room 

Dec. 4 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 6:15 p.m. First Friday Social Hour Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m. First Friday Dinner Hansen Dining Room 

Dec. 5 9:00 a.m. Altar/Flower Guild Cathedral 

Dec. 6 3:00 p.m. Syracuse Chorale Concert Cathedral 

Dec. 7 5:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Brewster Room 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

Dec. 8 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 5:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting Deanery 

Dec. 9 6:00 p.m. Feminist Theology Brewster Room 

Dec. 10 9:30 a.m. Diocesan Board Meeting Brewster Room 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal Chase Music Room 

Dec. 11 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 Noon Women of St. Paulôs Brewster Room 

Dec. 12 9:00 a.m. Brass & Wood Cleaning Cathedral 

Dec. 13 All Morning Hand to Hand Gift Shop  

Dec. 14 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

Dec. 15 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 12:30 p.m. Diocesan Board Meeting Brewster Room 

Dec. 16 7:00 p.m. Common Threads Deanery 
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Note:  for a listing of prayer schedules, check the Fall schedule on page 18 



  

 

Dec. 17 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal Chase Music Rom 

 8:00 p.m. 3rd Thursday Jazz Mass Cathedral 

Dec. 18 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

Dec. 21 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

Dec. 22 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

Dec 24 All Day Office Closed St. Paulôs 

 5:00 p.m. A Simple Christmas Eve 

With Carols 

Cathedral 

 11:00 p.m. Midnight Mass Cathedral 

Dec. 25 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass Cathedral 

Dec. 28 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 TBA Holy Innocents Service Cathedral 

Dec. 29 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 
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Saint Paulôs Schedule 

Sundays  

8:00 a.m. Meditation Mass (Cathedral) 

9:00 a.m. Christian Formation 

Lectio DivinaðPrayer and Meditation covering the Sunday  

Lessons led by Sue Wright.  (Deanôs Office) 

The Bible, Anglicans and SexðDec. 5&12, History/Theology of  

Anglicanism seen through the lens of human sexuality led by 

Dean Thomas Luck.  (Hansen Dining Room) 

Kids Own WorshipðA worship and educational experience for 

children of all ages. (2nd Floor Child & Parent area) 

9:15 a.m.  Cathedral Choir Practice (Chase Music Room) 

10:00 a.m. Choral Mass (Cathedral 

12:30 p.m. Sudanese Morning Prayer (Hadley Chapel) 

 

Monday-Friday 

8a.m. Morning Prayer (Chapel) 

12:10 Noonday Prayer (Chapel) (accept Thursday) 

5:30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Chapel) (accept Friday) 

Thursdays 

11:00 Lectionary Study (Deanôs Office)  

12:10 p.m. Healing Service (Hadley Chapel) 

8:00 p.m. Jazz Mass (Cathedralð3rd Thursday of  the month) 

Baptisms 

All Saints Sunday (November 1) 

 



 

 

VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER 

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting held on Tuesday, November 10, 

2009. 

Budget & Finance Committee:  Notification has been received that 

St. Paulôs is the beneficiary of a significant bequest in the will of 

Jane Reifenstein.  This is anticipated to be in the range of $200,000, 

to be received sometime in 2010. After much discussion, the follow-

ing resolution was put forward and adopted by the Vestry: 

That a Reifenstein Building Fund be created, the principal and 

income of which are restricted to the capital building expenses 

of St. Paulôs as authorized by the Vestry.  The initial contribu-

tion to the fund shall be the bequest received from the Reifen-

stein Estate. Additional contributions to the Fund are allowed 

and encouraged, and may be designated by the donor or by 

the Vestry. 

The Women of St. Paulôs:  Gelene Lewis announced that the WOSP 

has been given a gift of $3,000 from the Marsellus Family Founda-

tion.  Other gifts from the Foundation include $1,000 towards the 

music in the Cathedral; and $1,000 to go into the Endowment Fund. 

Building and Grounds:   Thanks to the generous gift from Jane 

Reifenstein, the urgent maintenance work in the Cathedral, Parish 

House and Deanery can now be scheduled. 

Fundraisers 2009 ï ñMurder in a Cathedralò ï Friday, October 9, 

2009.  The final amount raised was $4,300. 

Office Hours:  Now that Jonathon Howell is no longer living in the 

Cathedral apartment, further adjustments to office hours are being 

made, and the implementation of kitchen clean-up, snow removal 

and building security are under discussion. 

 

The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 8, 

2009, at 7PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones                                          

Clerk to the Vestry      
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Ministers 

All Baptized People 

The Vestry of St. Paulôs Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers ï Douglas Mouncey, Sr. Warden  

 Laurie Sanderson, Jr. Warden 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs. 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician 

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant 

Office Hours:  Mon. 8:30 a.m.ð4:30 p.m.,  

Tuesday 10:00 a.m.ð6:00 p.m., Wednesday 8:30 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

Jonathan Howell ï Office Coordinator 

Office Hours:  Tues-Wed 9-5pm 

Thursday 9-6 pm 

John Pizzi ï  Building Manager 

Office Hours:  Mon-Friday 7:00 a.m.ð2:30 p.m. 

(St. Paulôs Office is closed on Fridays) 

Office Volunteers 

Beverly Bolton, Wendy Jones, Mary Hastings 

Bob Tyldesley, Sue Hofmann, Ginger Merrill,  

Ruth Brown, Patrick Dorr, Debbie Bogan 

 

2009 2010 2011 

Gelene Lewis John Doughty Dr. Julie Gedro 

Harold R. Brown III  Walley Francis David Morgan 

James Pecoy Marilyn Sharron  John Shaffer 

William Pitcher    
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