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From The Desk of The Dean

The recent experience of the temporary closing of 310
Montgomery Street has provided a very special and helpful
perspective to me about St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral. As I was
making the list of all of the other area congregations and their
service times, I found myself realizing that, while each of the
other congregations has important and wonderful gifts, there is no
substitute for St. Paul’s. That does not mean St. Paul’s is better, it
just means that if St. Paul’s suddenly ceased to exist no other
congregation would or could replace us. Survey after survey
people say that what they value most about St. Paul’s is the
architecture and the high quality of our liturgical music. Those
strengths are particularly unique to us and provide an experience
not replicated elsewhere in our area.

-

But as we moved into the second week and I began
anticipating a second Sunday with our building closed I began to
sense something deeper, and that had to do more with the nature
of our community. I began to feel that it was important that we
gather together as a worshiping Christian community, even
without the architecture and the music that we are accustomed to.
And so the idea of Sunday morning worship in the backyard of
the Deanery came to my mind. And for the 40 or so people who
came to the Deanery this past Sunday, clearly they also had a
longing for gathering and connecting in Christian worship that
superseded a need or desire for a particular kind of architecture
or music. 1



In the Gospel reading for this past Sunday Jesus healed a
woman with a hemorrhage when she reached out and grabbed for
him. Some months ago some people were saying that St. Paul’s
was hemorrhaging due to some families leaving us. The gospel
reminds us that any hemorrhaging will not be healed or cured by
particular programs, activities or personalities, but that we can be
healed by simply reaching out and grabbing for Christ. Indeed,
our new mission purpose says this clearly, that we are to teach,
celebrate and serve Christ. Jesus also taught that the Kingdom is
within us. Any thing else, such as architecture or music, comes
out of our desire for Christ. It also makes clear that what ever we
are doing or not doing related to our worship, our teaching, out
community life, even the ways we use or do not use our build-
ings, 1s a reflection of who we are. We are in charge of these
things, they are not in charge of us. The building known as St.
Paul’s Cathedral is not actually St. Paul’s Cathedral. St. Paul’s
Cathedral is the name of the Christian community that gathers at
310 Montgomery Street, and the building is named after us.

Ultimately what makes St. Paul’s Cathedral unique is the
particular and somewhat quirky and diverse congregation that we
are. Everything else that we do comes out of us. And what comes
out of us is shaped by our relationship with Christ.




P.S.-From July 6-17 I will be one of four Clergy Deputies from
the Diocese of Central New York to the General Convention of
The Episcopal Church in Anaheim, California. The General
Convention is the highest human authority in The Episcopal
Church. At the General Convention there are numerous
legislative committees that “perfect” and draft the resolutions
before they come to the floor of the House of Deputies, which is
made up of equal numbers of clergy and laity. The other house of
General Convention is the House of Bishops. I am one of thirty
people serving on the World Mission Legislative Committee,
which I requested because of my interest in ending global
poverty. Not surprisingly, my predecessor at St. Paul’s, Dean
Richard Bower, also served on the World Mission Legislative
Committee.

It turns out that World Mission will also be dealing with
all resolutions regarding our relationship with the Anglican
Communion and whether The Episcopal Church should continue
to urge restraint when ordaining persons to be bishops whose
manner of life presents a challenge to the rest of the Anglican
Communion. Just on Monday June 29™ the President of the
House of Deputies informed us that much of the first three days
of General Convention the House of Deputies will be meeting as
a committee of the whole in non-legislative sessions, where we
may have open conversation rather than debate on the subject of
continuing to urge restraint. All of this is to inform those of us on
the World Mission Legislative Committee before we begin to
craft legislation for consideration by the General Convention.
Please keep me and all of the Bishops and Deputies of the
General Convention in your prayers. While I am in Anaheim I
will send occasional reports via email and video. Please also
consult episcopalchurch.org/gc2009.htm.

Faithfully yours,

Thomas+



The Senior Warden’s Report........
by Senior Warden, Doug Mouncey

As I’ve been thinking about what to focus my report on this
month, many images and news articles have been considered.

In early June our second grandson, Finian Mouncey, was
born in Cleveland. Within hours, our son’s Face Book page was
filled with almost 40 photos of the birth and introduction of
Finian to his 2 year-old brother. Amazing shots... including one
that included at least six medical professionals in attendance at
that birth.

In contrast, the very next day our niece who is working
with Doctors Without Borders in Djibouti posted three photos on
her Face Book page. Her work at present is to evaluate refugee
children for malnourishment. Her photos included children
standing beside their shelter, their home... which consisted of
several large oil drums with tarp draped over the drums. The
techniques for determining whether or not the children are
malnourished are the most rudimentary.

What a privilege to have access to good health care!

In recent weeks we have seen the post-election images of
protest in Iran and hear of the threats coming from the North
Korean leadership.

True peace is sorely needed in so many parts of our world!

And there are many more both abroad and at home that
have captured our attention.




It was against that back-drop that one image stood out for
me at St. Paul’s. That image is the welcome that was extended to
Henry prior to a recent 8:00 o’clock service.

Henry is familiar to many at St. Paul’s. He would often
come to services with a stack of belongings and adorned with a
lot of chains, often including a very large cross. Henry was
generally very unkempt and at times even quite disruptive due to
alcohol abuse. At other times, he could be quite charming. But
he had not been seen for approximately five years prior to his
recent return.

On that Sunday morning, he was well groomed, had lost
some weight and explained that he had been living with relatives
in Utica. His health has deteriorated a bit but in general he was in
good spirits.

I was deeply impressed with the warm greetings extended
to Henry and believe it would have been as enthusiastic even if
his appearance had not changed. I think we were seeing an
example of the real care and concern of our members that some-
times is less apparent than occasions such as this.

Even more recently, Mike sat through the 8:00 o’clock
service and later even attended the coffee hour. I’ve seen Mike in
the past at the Samaritan Center as well as around downtown.
Often he will have a fishing pole and gear with him. Mike tends
to be extremely quiet and perhaps even a bit menacing in his
appearance. [’ve not seen anyone even conversing with him.
During the coffee hour, I asked him if he
had been fishing yet this year. That simple
gesture led to a wonderful conversation.

I haven’t seen Henry or Mike again since
those occasions.




I relate these stories because |
believe they are examples of the
spirit of hospitality that we are
called to in our vision for the
future.

I suspect that as we become a
place for the people of God, we
will be surprised at the people
that God sends to us.

Some will come for a sense of
sanctuary that they find in the
Cathedral.

Some may come simply for the coffee and pastries.
Some will come for a visit.

Some will come as they seek a permanent parish home. ..
I believe that if they experience that same spirit of welcome that
was extended to Henry, they will stay.

In closing, I wish each of you a relaxing summer and
encourage your participation in our garage sale fund raiser in
mid-July and attendance at the Cathedral events during the Arts
& Crafts Festival at the end of the month.

(And I would be remiss if I did not wish everyone
a Happy Canada Day!)

Doug Mouncey
Sr. Warden




The Cathedral Bulletin

Board

Anniversaries in July

William & Valerie Alston
Jeffrey & Harriet Averill
John & Alana Murphy

99999999
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Many thanks to everyone for

The cards and “stamps” kept

making my birthday such a
wonderful day.

coming and coming.

Beverly Bolton

LLLLB

SESSESESESES S

Many thanks to Carol Decker and
her “elves” for providing the First
Friday with wonderful meals—they

are a great team!

First Friday Dinners will resume in
September and we look forward to

more good food, fun, fellowship,
and fund raising for the MDG’s.

Birthdays in July

Mark Barber 07/01
John Jones 07/03
Doryce Lessner 07/07
Charlotte Rogers 07/07
Marcia Anderson 07/08
Nancy Beagle 07/08
Terry Beishline 07/08
Jenifer Breyer 07/08
Harry Lambright 07/09
Lilly Anderson 07/12
John Hastings Jr. 07/12
William Pitcher 07/12
Douglas Mouncey 07/13
Jane Luck 07/16

Todd Barton 07/17
George Stafford 07/17
Janice Trendell 07/17
Jillian Rumenapp 07/19
Bonnie Adams 07/24
Louise Snow 07/24
Allen Brown 07/25
Walley Francis 07/25
John Shaffer 07/25
Bishop Adams 07/26
Philip Hofmann 07/26



July 1
July 2

July 3
July 4
July 6

July 7
July 9

July 10
July 11

July 13
July 14
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 20

July 21
July 23

July 24

July 25

July 26

12:10 pm
5:00 pm

All Day

5:00 pm
7:30 am
12:10 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 am
10-4:00 pm
All Day

5:00 pm
7:30 am
12:10 pm
7:30 am
All Day
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 am
12:10 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 am
10-5:00 pm
10-5:00 pm
3:00 pm
10-5:00 pm
12-2:00 pm

Happening in July

Thomas & Jane Away
Service for Healing
Vera House

SPC closed for holiday

Organist Practice

Thomas to General Convention

Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous
Service for Healing
Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous
Garage Sale

Organist Practice

Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous
Service for Healing
Narcotics Anonymous
Organist Practice

Finance Committee

Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous
Service for Healing

Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous
Arts & Crafts Open House
Arts & Crafts Open House
Signature Syracuse Perf.
Arts & Crafts Open House
John Rohde & Friends

Vacation
Hadley Chapel

Hansen Dining Room

Cathedral

Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hadley Chapel
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Parking Lot
Cathedral

Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hadley Chapel
Hansen Dining Room
Cathedral

Brewster Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Hadley Chapel
Hansen Dining Room
Hansen Dining Room
Cathedral

Cathedral

Cathedral

Cathedral

Cathedral



July 27
July 28
July 29

July 30

July 31

5:00 pm

7:30 am
11:00 am
12:10 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 am

Vera House

John Pizzi on Vacation
Narcotics Anonymous
Funeral for Eloise Hardy
Service for Healing

Vera House

Narcotics Anonymous

Hansen Dining Room

Hansen Dining Room
Hadley Chapel
Hadley Chapel
Hansen Dining Room

Hansen Dining Room




The Sewer Report
by John Pizzi—Building Manager

On June 17 it was noticed that sewage was backing up in the base-
ment floor drain. Upon reaching a plumber he assessed that we had a bro-
ken trap on our sewer line under the front sidewalk that had to be dug up and
replaced. | contacted 2 other plumbers and they agreed.

The Cathedral had to be closed in order to adhere to Health Depart-
ment guidelines, and so the process began.

| spent days on the phone seeking help with our problem. In accor-
dance with St. Paul’'s finance proced
before work could begin. Two estimates were submitted, one for $10,000,
the other for $15,000.

My last phone call was to D.B.R. plumbing. They told us that they
would prefer to do a very thorough exploration of the problem before digging
up lots of area of sidewalk. It was explained that they would dig down to the
trap and use camera’'s to see what wa
showed up on Monday June 29 and dug down in front of the green Samari-
tan Center doors with a special machine that was connected to a vacuum
truck that was strong enough to suck up bricks. They sent the camera into
the pipe and discovered that this particular sewer line that runs down the
length of the alley had long been abandoned and was inoperable. Keep in
mind one of the bids was $15,000 and they would have dug up an old sewer
line for nothing.

No everyone was confused. If that was not our sewer line, where
was it? They sent the camera down a breather stack and then used a locat-
ing device to figure out where the camera had reached inside the building.
To everyones surprise there was a secret boarded up room located off of the
women’s bathroom in the Samaritan Ce
screws and opened the panel, lo and behold we found another sewer line.

They determined that the check valve was malfunctioning and re-
paired it.

| thank God that we found D.B.R. plumbing, instead of paying
$15,000 to dig up a sewer line that was no longer in use.
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VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER—Highlights from the
Vestry Meeting held on Tuesday, June 9, 2009 at the Deanery

Budget & Finance CommitteeDonations to Nan Dorr’s Memorial
Fund have exceeded $4,000. Although some of the money has been
specifically given to the Flower Guild, the committee has been asked
to decide on how the rest of the money will be allocated.

Follow-up on Task Force PresentationAlthough an effort had
been made to simplify the points and make the presentation more
visual, the general opinion was that, although the report was good, it
had been confusing for a number of parishioners. A decision will be
made soon on the next steps to take, and volunteers are asked to sign
up to join the teams.

Fundraisers 2009:

1 A garage sale is being set up for Saturday, July 11 in St. Paul’s
Parking lot.

1 Two concerts will take place in the Cathedral during the Arts &
Crafts Festival on the weekend of July 23/24. A sign-up sheet for
volunteers is being prepared.

The fall fundraiser is still under discussion.

Fayette Street GarderBetsy Barker has offered to maintain the gar-
den in memory of her mother, Elisabeth H. Barker, and her father E.
Tefft Barker.

Buildings & Grounds A decision has been made not to paint the
cathedral floor this year because of cost. Work will begin soon on
the Montgomery Street entrance where the plaster is falling down,
and on replacement windows in the Deanery.

Communications CommitteePermanent internal signage will
shortly be in place throughout the Cathedral. A new logo is being
discussed and improvement on external signage is underway. Printed
publications, the answering machine message and the Cathedral web-
site are still under review.

The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 28, 2009.

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones
Clerk to the Vestry 11



06/15/08 St. Paul's Cathedral

Income & Expense Comparison
January through May 2008

Jan - May 09 Jan - May 08 % Change
A S D E -
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Pledge & Plate 66 078 81,614 (16%)
Donations 10,006 5,495 A2%
Building use, rents 36,415 33,260 9%
Total Income 12 497 120,369 (7%}
Expense
Personnell 111,219 118,201 (B%)
Retiree benefits 2.388 3,130 [24%)
Communications 10,654 9 gha 10%
Buildings, insurance, taxes T2,358 62,878 15%
Travel & mestings expenses BES 531 3%
Diocesan support, music, aducation 31450 34 545 [21%)
Total Expense 228,574 234 033 (2%}
Het Ordinary Income (116.477) (113,664) 2%
Total Other Incomea 117,378 134,040 (13%)
Total Other Expense 14124 3873 265%
MNet income {13,223) 16,503 {180%)

v




Ministers
All Baptized People

The Vestry of St. Paul d

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector
Officers — Douglas Mouncey, Sr. Warden
Laurie Sanderson, Jr. Warden

2009 2010 2011
Gelene Lewis John Doughty Dr. Julie Gedro
Harold R. Brown 111 Walley Francis David Morgan
James Pecoy Marilyn Sharron John Shaffer
William Pitcher
Staff

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of CNY
The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector
The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor
James L. Potts - Canon Musician
Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant
Jonathan Howell — Office Coordinator
John Pizzi — Building Manager

Sunday Schedule

8:00 am Meditative Holy Communion
9:00 am Lectio Divina
9:15 am Cathedral Choir Practice
9:45 am All God’s Children
10:00 am Cathedral Community Mass
12:20 pm Morning Prayer in Dinka

St . Paul 6s Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Mont
office 7 474-6053 fax i 478-1632

email: offices@saintpaulscathedral.org

websites: www.saintpaulscathedral.org
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