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    From The Dean & Rector—A Memorial to End Extreme Poverty  

On Memorial Day weekend Jane and I made a frantic trip to Washington National 
Cathedral for the ordination of Mitchell Bojarski to the transitional diaconate.  It 
was a frantic trip because we drove down on Friday and returned on Saturday. I felt 
it was important to attend for several reasons. First, Mitch asked me to be his only 
clergy presenter. Second, since Beth’s pregnancy prevented the ordination from 
taking place at St. Paul’s Cathedral we felt it was important that St. Paul’s go to the 
ordination. When people are ordained here they are surrounded by the care and 

love of St. Paul’s parishioners, but that would be much harder to accomplish in Washington. 

After the ordination we joined Mitch, Beth and their families for lunch at a good Tex Mex  
restaurant, where, as we watched a television in the bar, we saw the SU men’s lacrosse team beat  
Virginia! By the time lunch was over it was about 4:00 p.m. But Jane and I decided we should see 
something of the city before our return so we went to drive around the White House, the Capital, the 
Mall and the Lincoln Memorial. It was wonderful to behold the large but very orderly crowds on the 
Mall for Memorial Day. Finally, we headed north for Syracuse. But then we realized we were going 
through Gettysburg and so we spent a couple of hours there as well. We finally went to bed around 
1:30 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Standing at the place on Little Round Top at Gettysburg where Joshua Chamberlain and the 
20th Maine repelled the Confederate attack, thus changing the course of the whole battle, I pulled out 
my pda and looked at a photo of Serenity, our mixed race granddaughter. I suddenly felt a seamless 
movement from the battle of Gettysburg to the well being of our granddaughter. Gettysburg has a 
way of putting things in perspective. 

We are indeed blessed to be alive in the United States in 2008, not the United States of 1858 or 
even 1958, but now. At the same time we are blessed to live in this country at this time, rather than 
Sudan or any number of other places. 

The fact is that the vast majority of us have better lives physically and materially than millions 
of folks around the world. While poverty has decreased in most places in the world, it has worsened 
in sub-Saharan Africa. While we are well aware of the 30% poverty rate in Syracuse, imagine whole 
towns and cities that are full of people who are so poor they are literally dying of starvation and lack 
of water. Every day 30,000 children die because of extreme poverty, that is five times the number 
killed on 9/11 every day. In response to this disaster every member country of the United Nations, 
including the United States, agreed to a set of goals, known as the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs).  



    The Cour ier—Worshiping God,  Learning Compassion,  Bui ld ing Communi ty   

The MDGs are: 

Goal 1- Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger.  

Currently 1.1 billion people live on less than one dollar a day, and 
 852 million are hungry. One person dies from hunger every 3.5 
 seconds. 

Goal 2- Achieve universal primary education. 

Currently 121 million school-aged children do not go to school, 
 70% of  whom are girls. 

Goal 3- Promote gender equality and empower women. 

Empowered women die less often during child birth, develop 
 healthier and better educated children, and become leaders in 
 their own communities. 

Goal 4- Reduce child mortality. 

Every 3 seconds a child under the age of  five dies, most of  them from preventable through 
 a combination of  clean water, sanitation, improved nutrition and medical treatment. 

Goal 5- Improve maternal health. 

Every year more than 500,000 women die from complications of  pregnancy and childbirth. 
 In some parts of  the world, expectant mothers are as likely to die in childbirth as they are 
 to live to see their baby. 

Goal 6- Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases. 

Currently each year 3 million persons die of  AIDS, nearly 2 million of  tuberculosis, and 1  
 million of  malaria, all of  which are preventable. 

Goal 7- Ensure environmental sustainability. 

Currently 1.1 billion people lack access to a reliable source of  water that is reasonably  
 protected from contamination; 2.6 billion lack access to basic sanitation. 

Goal 8- Develop a Global Partnership for Development. 

This means a global partnership between all countries, and all countries agreed to  
 partici pate.  It involves fair trade, debt forgiveness and increased international aid.  
 The rich countries, the G8, committed to give .7%, less than 1%, towards these goals.  
 Currently the United States is giving .235%, less than a third of  a percent of  our federal 
 budget. We are second to last among the rich nations, just above Italy. 
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What can we do? Give .7% 

The Episcopal Church has made pursuing the MDGs our primary mission focus. The MDGs 
and the Episcopal Church suggest that everyone give .7% of their income, less than 1%, towards the 
goals, 70 cents out of every $100 of income. As one person has said, “This isn’t even sacrificial. This 
does not mean a radical change in my lifestyle. This is easy.” 

Where can we give? St. Paul’s MDG Fund 

The MDGs are being headed up Jeffrey Sachs, Special 
Advisor to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University. Under 
Dr. Sachs the Earth Institute has begun an exciting venture 
called Millennium Villages. Rather than treating the MDGs in 
a piecemeal fashion, Millennium Villages go into a village and 
address all of the goals at once, setting up sustainable systems 
in five years that will continue for years and decades.  
You can learn more about Millennium Villages at http://www.millenniumvillages.org/. 

A parallel organization to Millennium Villages is Millennium Congregation, begun by the  
Reverend Jay Lawlor, Episcopal priest and economist. Jay has known Jeffrey Sachs for years and has 
set up a way for congregations to support the Millennium Villages in a way which makes achieving 
the MDGs more realizable. Consider this, if only twenty people at St. Paul’s Cathedral gave an  
average of $25 per month St. Paul’s would be Millennium Congregation Partner. It would take only 
50 more congregations, less than are in our diocese, to sponsor a whole new Millennium Village over 
five years. We can do this! 

The MDG Task Force of St. Paul’s Cathedral has 
decided to embrace the goal of becoming a Millennium 
Congregation. Further, we have decided to exercise 
leadership among the Cathedrals by beginning a new 
venture called Millennium Cathedrals. Working with Jay Lawlor we will encourage other Cathedrals 
to: 1) become Millennium Congregations, 2) work to have ecumenical and interfaith congregations in 
our cites become Millennium Congregations, 3) work to have all of the  
congregations in our Dioceses become Millennium Congregations, and 4) to encourage the  
congregations in our dioceses to work to have the ecumenical and interfaith congregations in their 
cities and towns become Millennium Congregations. 

Washington National Cathedral and the federal buildings in Washington are designed to reflect 
the greatness of our Church and our nation.  The Millennium Development Goals are our  
generation’s test of greatness.  They are a fitting effort to honor those who have given their lives in 
order that others may have liberty, by giving people liberty from poverty. 

 



    The Cour ier—Worshiping God,  Learning Compassion,  Bui ld ing Communi ty   

4 

Washington National Cathedral 

May 24th, 2008 

Ordination to the Diaconate of 

Mitch Bojarski 
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Harry Lewis—Senior Citizen of the Year! 

―….for he’s a 

jolly good fellow, 

for he’s a jolly 

good fellow, for 

he’s a jolly good 

fellow, which  

nobody can 

deny…‖ 
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The Bulletin Board Cathedral News 

Birthdays in June 

June 29th 
5th Sunday Single Service 
10:00 am followed by a  

Pot-Luck Brunch 
Discovery Style 

Join us as we 
say goodbye to Jeanne Avery 

who is retiring. 

June 10th, 7:30 

Worship Planning Meeting 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

PLEASE 

COME AND SHARE 

YOUR THOUGHTS 

SUGGESTIONS 

AND HOW YOU MIGHT 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED 

Feminist Theology 

The Feminist theology group will meet for its last meeting of the season on 

Wednesday, June 4 at 6PM at the home of Betsy Elkins 203 Scott Avenue  

We will have a pot luck meal and celebrate Jennifer Glancy's new appointment at 
the University of Richmond.  In addition we will plan some for the new season  

beginning in fall.  



    The Cour ier—Worshiping God,  Learning Compassion,  Bui ld ing Communi ty   

7 

 

Women's Retreat  

Friday September 26 through 28  
Saranac Lake  

     Reservations are coming in quickly 
for our annual retreat.  Several women 
will be attending for the first 
time.  There are still a few spaces avail-
able.  To reserve a place, send a check 
made out to St Paul's Cathedral with 
women's retreat on the memo line to the 
church office.   

    We are very excited to have a nation-
ally known retreat leader, Emily Wil-
mer .  Come join us for a week end of 
community with God and other women, 
good food , and nature.  It is a wonder-
ful ending to the summer season and a 
good beginning for the fall. 

COMING IN JULY!!! 

The Annual Downtown Syracuse Arts and Crafts Festival 

Friday, July 25 through Sunday, July 27. 

     We have opened our doors the past few years and maintained a welcoming presence  
during the festival.  The response has been wonderful. People are grateful to have a quiet place 
to sit, a glass of cool water and/or a restroom.   Many are moved by our beautiful building and 
have lots of questions.    Those of us who have been available as hosts have found it a positive 
satisfying experience. 

    This year we would like to be open again with a variety of activities throughout the week 
end, including a movie on Friday night.  A table of items for sale from the Hand to Hand Gift 
Shop, music and of course information about our buildings and our programs.   

    We need many volunteers to make this successful.  Laurie Sanderson is coordinating the 
week end but most likely will be out of town during the actual event, so will be gathering  
volunteers and coordinators early.  Stay tune for more announcements, sign up sheets, and 
phone calls asking for help in this fun event.  Thank you. 

 June Seventh 

Annual Gay Rights Parade 

     Grace Episcopal Church is  
organizing a contingent of Episcopalians 
to march in the Gay Rights Parade, un-
der a banner that will say something like 
"The Episcopalian Church  
Welcomes You."  Afterwards there will 
be a table where information can be left 
about our church.  There will be an  
organizational meeting, May 28 at 7 PM 
at Grace Church, on the corner of  
Radison and University.   

    Laurie Sanderson will be attending 
the meeting and welcomes others to join 
her as well.  If you would like to join us 
for the march, speak with Laurie and 
look in the bulletin for more  
information. 
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Congratulations 

Class of ‘08 Graduates 

We apologize if we have missed anyone.   

Please let the office know if you have graduated. 

and will print a revised listing in the July Courier. 
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The Vestry of  St. Paul’s Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 
Officers – Dale Johnson, Sr. Warden & Doug Mouncey, Jr. Warden 

 

 

Staff 
The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of  CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 
The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician, Jeanne Avery – Family Ministries  
Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant,  

Jonathan Howell – Office Coordinator 
John Pizzi – Sexton,  

 

 

Choir Section Leaders 
Soprano – Nora Fleming,  

Alto– Shannon Garvey,  
Tenor– Jonathan Howell,  

Bass– Eric Johnson 
 
 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 
office – 474-6053     fax – 478-1632    email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org 

website:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org    

2008 2009 2010 

Ronald Ferguson Gelene Lewis John Doughty 

Rebecca Livengood Hal Brown, III Walley Francis 

Laurie Sanderson James Pecoy Barry Pickard 

John Shaffer William Pitcher Marilyn Sharron 
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Report on the Ceilings 

 

 After examination from two engineers, 
Barry Pickard of  St. Paul’s Buildings and 
Grounds Committee, and John Stopen, we 
have a clearer picture of  what has  
happened to the ceilings in the Dean’s office, 
the Bishop’s office, the offices of   
Diocesan Staff  and the Hansen Dining 
Room. The Dean’s office ceiling actually  
collapsed in September and has been  
replaced. In the Hansen Dining Room and 
the Bishop’s offices the acoustical tile needs 
to be removed, the plaster repaired where necessary and better anchored to the wood 
floor joist above, and then new acoustical tile installed. In the offices of  the Diocesan 
Staff  the acoustical tile will be inspected and repaired or replaced where necessary, 
provide positive attachment of  ceiling suspension to secondary attic suspension  
system, and the suspended ceiling system should be examined and repaired where 
necessary. 

 Because of  our responsibility to our tenant we will first do the work on the 
Bishop’s offices and the offices of  the Diocesan Staff.  But our plan is that all of  the 
work will be at once and as soon as possible. 

  

 

 

We thank the people of  St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and the  
Diocese for their patience. 
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Tom has requested, and the Wardens have concurred, that in lieu of any 
graduation gifts or other commemoration of the event, contributions be made 

to St. Paul’s Cathedral, Memo: MDG Funds."  


