
Worshipping God, learning Compassion, Building Community.  

 The headlines for the month of April have been dominated by violence, whether in Iraq, at 
Virginia Tech, or New York State.  That this violence has been accompanied by the Dow exceeding 
13,000 seems surreal to me.  I know there is no real connection, at least I donõt think so, but there is 
something bizarre about the coincidence of rising violence and a rising stock market.  Standing out in 
all of this is an article that points out that the number of citizens of the United States who were killed 
by violent means on our own soil exceeds the numbers of Iraqis who have been killed by tens of 
thousands. There is more violent death in the United States than in Iraq. There are more Americans 
killing each other than Iraqis killing each other.   
Think on it. 

            It is sad to me that what should have been one of the profound lessons of the 20th Century is 
being lost in the 21st Century, and that is that violence is not a suitable means of solving problems. 

 Yet piercing through all of this in my soul are the words, 
  
 òWorthy is the Lamb who was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by  His Blood, to receive 
 Power, and Riches, and Wisdom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Blessing.   
 Blessing and Honour, Glory and Power be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne, and unto 
 the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen.  ðRevelation 5:12-14 

            What seems evident is that people, whether leaders of government, entertainers or just plain 
individuals, still think that the way to solve a problem is to resort to violence.  And yet God revealed 
another way; the way of the Cross, the way of self-offering, the way of Christ. 

            On the Feast of the Ascension this month we will celebrate that Jesus who scorned violence, 
and yet who was crucified and risen, now reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, exalted and  
taking our humanity with him.  May our hearts and minds there ascend with him and embrace the 
path of peace and reconciliation. 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is  
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely  

trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any  adversaries;  
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 
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      May 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed   Fri  Sat 

  1 Budget  

   & Finance 

         5:15 pm 

2  4 5 

6 Youth Sunday 

      with Mitch Bojarski 

 

     Evensong in Utica   

7 8 Vestry 

    5:pm 

9 Feminist 

  Theology 

        6pm 

 11 12 

13  14 15 B&G + Worship  

          5:15 pm 

Camp Meeting  7pm 

16  18 19 

20 Ascension Sunday 
Touch Base                   

Balloon  Arch 

21 22 MDG 

TASK FORCE 

        7:30 

23  25 26 

27Pentecost 

 

Garden  Sunday 

28 Memorial  

          Day 

office closed 

29 30    
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VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER  

 

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting held on Tuesday, April 10, 2007 

 

Report on the Vestry Retreat held in March:  Most of the meeting was taken up with a discussion on 
the energizing and intensive Vestry Retreat held in March.  New proposals and innovative ideas were 
suggested at the Retreat and these will be shared with parishioners in the near future. 

 

Budget & Finance Committee:  The Vestry agreed on the installation of a new computer network in 
the Cathedral at a cost of $6,271.  An anonymous donor has given $3,000 towards this project, on the 
understanding that the rest of the amount be raised with matching funds by members and friends of 
the Cathedral.  The deadline for receiving these matching funds is June 1, 2007. 

 

The next Vestry Meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 8 at 5:15PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones    Clerk to the Vestry      
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Got Stress?  Hereõs a Way to Make it Pay !! 

 

Sign up to participate in a study investigation the effects of stress on your health, and recieve 

$40. 

Did you know that stress may increase your risk of developing heart disease? 

Syracuse Universityõs Department of Psychology is interested in finding out more about the rela-

tionship between religiosity, stress and health.  Information gained from this study may benefit 

psychological and medical knowledge in the future. 

Participation requirements:  Adults ages 40-70, not having suffered an ischemic heart attack, 

myocardial infarction, or stroke within the past 5 years. 

For further information call Andrea Knestel at (315) 877-4808 or e-mail aknestel@syr. 



 

Women of St. Paulõs  

Skaneateles Boat Tour & Luncheon  

 

Friday, May18th 11:45  

2 Hour boat ride with lunch  

$26.00 per person.  

Meet at the Gazebo at 11:15 AM  

Choice of sandwich  

Ham  

Turkey  

Roast Beef  

Reservations by May 10, 2007,  

Send check made out to Women of St. Paulõs, 

with your sandwich choice to:  

Ruth Brown  

500 Mallard Drive  

Camillus, NY 13031  

It could be chilly, dress accordingly!  

Car Pool?  Please call Carol Decker if you want to drive or 

ride.  

476 -9553  

Hope to see everyone there!  
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FINGER LAKES CONFERENCE:  SUNDAY June 24th to FRIDAY June 29, 2007 
Fee:  $450 includes lodging, meals and all conference costs (except $50 fee for supplies in the Icon 

Course).  Scholarships are available.  Please check first with your parish and diocese for financial aid. 

 

òDoing Christianity in the 21st Century 
An Experiment of the United Church of Canadaó 

 

A new urgency of spiritual hunger has swept across this world.  People are looking for new under-
standings from complex and multifaceted questions of faith, faithfulness, and religious truths.  Can 
the institutional Church transcend its root culture to address the diverse needs of seekers that do not 
necessarily share the same Christian Foundation?  Can it, as an infrastructure, fractured in its various 
interpretations of what it means to òbe Christianó respond by òdoing Christianityó in a homogeneous 
and effective way? 

 

The Rev. Mary Joseph, General Lecturer at the 2007 Finger Lakes Conference will share with her 
audience the experiences of an out-of-the-box experiment by the United Church of Canada to enter 
the 21st Century in a vitally and inclusive way by reintroducing what it means to òbe and do Christian. 

 

For More Information and to Pick up a Registration Form please stop by, call, or email the office. 
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Save the Date 
 

May 11, 2007 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS 
DINNER 
honoring 

Marilyn Higgins & CXtec 
�&�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���´�*�R�R�G���W�K�D�W���3�H�R�S�O�H���'�R�µ 

Doubletree Hotel 6:00�³ 9:30 p.m. 
 

The Samaritan Center served over 80,000 hot meals to hungry 
and homeless men, women and children in 2006. 

Tickets: $75   Patron $125 

For Information Call 
472-0650 


