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Have you remembered St. Paul’s Cathedral in your will? 
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Note:  The Communications Committee has been work-

ing toward selecting a new St. Paul’s Logo.  Don Lewis,  

husband of Canon Karen Lewis and graphic design  

artist, is doing the  design work.  The Logo on the front 

page is his latest design featuring the Episcopal Shield.  

We value any and all input and will be using various  

designs on a trial bases. 



  

 

What I Would Like to See 

 I have been thinking much lately about the future of St. 

Paul‘s Episcopal Cathedral, not least because of the work of the 

Mission Task Force. I was recently encouraged to list the things I 

would like to see at St. Paul‘s in the future and I decided that it is 

worth sharing with everyone.  

 Lots of small groups within the larger congregation  

where people learn and practice articulating their faith as 

Episcopalians, and then articulating that faith in the public 

arena by word and action.  

 Dynamic liturgy that embraces the best of old and new, 

including the use of recorded music and exciting graphics, 

and better utilizing the dramatic possibilities of the old 

building we maintain and love.  

 A laity which truly sees itself as God‘s eyes, ears and 

hands in the world, informed by a well-trained and highly 

functioning diaconate.  

 Clergy that are empowered and encouraged to risk a kind 

of leadership that puts faith formation and equipping the 

laity for ministry at the heart of their ministry, being  

ministers to the ministers, rather than being seduced into 

being ministers to people who are consumers of ministry.  

 Collegiality among area Episcopal and ecumenical clergy 

and sharing of resources among congregations and the 

Diocese of Central New York, focusing on regional  

ministry clusters, rather than neighboring parishes  

functioning as competitors.  
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 Every parishioner commits to bring one new member into 

the Cathedral every year.  

 Greater participation in our companion relationship with 

the Diocese of El Salvador. 

  St. Paul‘s Episcopal Cathedral is transformed to be truly 

catholic, seeking out and embracing all people who seek 

to know and follow Christ; is truly evangelical, unflinch-

ingly proclaiming God‘s reign of justice and peace in 

word and action; is truly orthodox, worshiping the living 

Trinity with the best of the resources of our time; while 

transforming the systems and structures of the world so 

that all people have more than enough of what they need, 

are safe and secure, and God‘s creation is preserved and 

honored. 

 

 While this list is not exhaustive it does reflect the things 

that excite me most about the future of St. Paul‘s. I‘d like to 

know what you think. During the month of May I will be holding 

a series of Dean‘s Forums on Sunday mornings from 9:00-9:45 

in Hadley Chapel. Please come and let‘s share our dreams for the 

future of St. Paul‘s Episcopal Cathedral. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Thomas+ 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

 

  

  

2 



  

 

The Mouncey Report  - by Senior Warden, Doug Mouncey 

A Spirituality of Life  
 
[When we start helping the weak and 
the poor to rise] everyone will begin to change. Those who have power and 
riches will start to become more humble, and those who are rising up will 
leave behind their need to be victims, their need to be angry or de-
pressed....This is the spirituality of life, that helps people to rise up and take 
their place. It is not a spirituality of death. Jesus wants those who have been 
crushed to rise up and those who have power to discover that there is an-
other road, a road of sharing and compassion.  

Jean Vanier, -Jean Vanier, Living Gently in a Violent World.> pp. 71-72 

The above quote arrived in my email inbox in mid-April. 

 It resonated strongly with so many of my personal  

experiences … for example, of a visit in the late 1990‘s that Perry 

and I made with the people of our companion Diocese in El  

Salvador.  One day during our time in El Salvador, we went with 

Bishop Barahona and a number of their Diocesan clergy to the 

site of what was to become a new mission.  Journeying along the 

Trans American Highway in a caravan of 4 vehicles on  a very 

hot day was an adventure… no air conditioning, the windows 

rolled down as we travelled along the black top and then hastily 

rolled up in those areas that were not paved or risk heavy 

amounts of dust entering one‘s car.  Upon arrival at the site of the 

new mission, we were greeted by some 60 Salvadorans of all 

ages, brightly colored streamers had been strung through the trees 

of the outdoor worship space and there was a general sense of 

gaiety because their bishop was present… the battery was lifted 

from the his van and an amplifier quickly attached.  Because the 

bishop was there, as many of the sacraments as possible were 

celebrated… baptism, confirmation, communion, dedication of 

the new mission…  one of the more simple, joy-filled church  

services that I have ever attended.  And then, a wonderful,  

plentiful lunch set for their guests from the Diocese of Central 

New York… we soon became aware that every scrap morsel from 

our table was being collected and saved to be fed to their  

children.   3 



 

 

  Later as a big stake truck was departing with all the  

Salvadorans in the back of it, we learned that these people were 

field workers who had chosen to miss a day of work (and  

therefore, a day‘s pay) to celebrate the creation of their new 

mission. 

 Many of our Cathedral parishioners have visited with the  

people of our Companion Diocese and I am sure that their  

stories will echo what I have described...  tremendous  

hospitality, tremendous gratitude for the financial and other gifts 

that have been given to them, but most importantly, a deep 

gratitude by the people of El Salvador for our presence with 

them as part of the wider body of Christ. 

 The financial support that has been extended to our  

companions has helped them to improve education programs, 

health programs, housing, work initiatives, etc.  Recently, we 

have been able to send $1,728 in support of such programs 

($1,000 collected through our First Friday dinners and other 

fund raisers in support of the MDG programs, and, a $728 

matching grant from the Diocese of Central New York that we 

applied for in December 2008). 

 Borrowing from Vanier‘s writing, indeed the ―sharing 

and compassion‖ of the very generous people of St. Paul‘s  

continues to assist the ―poor‖ of El Salvador ―to rise up and take 

their place‖. 

In closing, two things… 

First, I would like to thank all who helped to make our Holy 

Week and Easter services truly uplifting spiritual experiences 

for those of us in the pews. 

Second, please don‘t hesitate to 

contact me about questions or 

concerns that you may have. 

 

Doug Mouncey 

Sr. Warden 
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A Word from Junior Warden Laurie Sanderson 

 

 Last month I shared with 

you the opportunity for Thursday 

morning bible study.  This month I 

want to tell you about ―Common 

Threads‖.  Common Threads is a 

needlework group that grew out of 

the women‘s retreat.  At the retreat 

many of us attending bring along 

needle work and enjoy sharing with 

each other as they work on their projects in free time. 

 Canon Jane thought it might be fun to continue to get  

together for this purpose, and so ―Common Threads‖ was created.  

We gather the fourth Wednesday of every month at the deanery 

for needlework and conversation.  Notice I did not say women, all 

are welcome.  We begin with a prayer meditation and then offer 

up individual prayers.  We do not officially end our prayer as we 

find our conversation continues to be prayer shared with God. 

 Some of us are very experienced, some are just beginners.   

Some come with new projects, some bring back the same project 

each month, (will I ever finish this baby blanket?) We have 

grown from two to ten members! What has been an extra blessing 

of our gathering is that we come from varied circles of St. Paul‘s.  

Eight o‘clock, ten o‘clock, choir, women‘s retreat, new members, 

long time members, all come together in yet another community 

of St. Paul‘s! 

 So again, all are welcome to join us in Common Threads.  

Look in the Courier and weekly bulletins for announcements. 
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Meet Matt Walters 

My name is Matthew (Matt) Ruggieri Walters.  I was born 

in Rockland County, the only child in a mostly secular family 

whose mixed religious background was of Dutch Reformed and 

Anglo/Catholic traditions.  I grew up in the countryside of  

Windsor, NY outside Binghamton and went to school at  

Hamilton College where, among other things, I earned a degree in 

biochemistry and economics before starting medical school at 

Upstate Medical University. 

Like many young people, I didn‘t often go to church, but I 

began attending St. Paul‘s, albeit intermittently, during the latter 

part of my first year at Upstate.  Then, I was looking for a sacred 

space in which to worship, partly because of the strain of school 

and partly because I was aware something was missing in my life.  

Having briefly attended St. James‘ Church in Clinton, NY while 

at Hamilton, I knew of the beauty of Episcopal worship.  Much 

has been written about the grandeur of the cathedral to which I 

can only add that stepping into the narthex for the first time, I was 

struck both by the warm welcome I received and by the great 

beauty of the church‘s interior. 

   6 



  

 

The Cathedral community I have met at St. Paul‘s is truly 

a wonderful thing.  Ever since the afternoon I sought a quarter for 

parking from a fellow parishioner named George, I have met and 

befriended numerous interesting and delightful people, especially 

through First Friday dinners and the Dean‘s Equipping the Saints 

class.  The spirit of friendliness, acceptance and inclusivity at  

St. Paul‘s seems to me a cornerstone of good Christianity and 

something which I greatly respect and admire.  Likewise, the  

importance of addressing crippling poverty and providing for 

those in need are lifelong lessons I am glad to hear often.   

Another element of worship that attracted me to St. Paul‘s was 

the beauty of the choir, both weekly and at special performances.  

The music truly is  something to give thanks and praise for. 

Sadly, I will be leaving this sanctuary following  

graduation in May, as I take up a residency in psychiatry in  

Portland, Maine.  I will miss the many lovely people and facets of 

St. Paul‘s and will certainly pay visits whenever I can. 
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Mission Task Force Update 

Mission Task Force Work Continues... 

 The Mission Task Force which was commissioned at the  

Annual Meeting in January this year is continuing to work on  

discerning God's will for the mission of St. Paul's Cathedral.  We 

study, discuss, write and rewrite our strategy statements and action 

items drawing heavily upon the work of Anthony Robinson's 

Transforming Congregational Culture. And we are getting closer 

each time we meet to having a document to present to the Vestry 

at its June meeting.   Working with this purpose statement: "To 

teach, celebrate and to serve Christ, we are eager for work to begin 

on the action items we will be describing in this report. 

 Continue to pray for this task force and our work.   

We also encourage you to take advantage of one of these two  

opportunities.  Dick Pilgrim will lead a discussion group on four 

consecutive Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. beginning on April 

30 about Robinson's book.  And Robinson will be in Syracuse 

leading a one day workshop at the Hotel Syracuse on Saturday 

May 16 from 8:30 to 4 p.m. Call the office if you need more  

details about either of these events. 

 It is a challenging yet exciting time for St. Paul's as we 

work together in a number of ways to transform and renewal our 

mission.  More specific information and ways for you to become 

more involved will be forthcoming.   

  

Submitted by  

Betsy Elkins 
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The Cathedral Bulletin 

Board  

Birthdays in May 

Birth Date:  

Ross Barton 05/01 

Letty Murray 05/01 

Bryan Broadwell 05/02 

Nancy Schimmel 05/02 

David Lawrence 05/03 

Kathryn Boniti 05/09 

Christopher Eastman 05/10 

Margaret Owens 05/10 

Amy Vorchheimer 05/10 

Harold Brown III 05/12 

Matthew Pestle 05/12 

Mary Powell 05/14 

Garrett Enzerillo 05/15 

Brenden Lawrence 05/16 

James Pecoy 05/16 

Mary Buske 05/18 

Rebecca Livengood 05/18 

Erin Fox 05/19 

Richard Coursen 05/22 

Emily Tripodi 05/22 

Harold Boggs 05/24 

Robert Frye 05/24 

Patrick Dorr 05/26 

Mary Pickard 05/28 

Leslie Shaul 05/29 

Richard Allen Bower 05/30 

Jessica Britschge 05/30 

Douglas Morris 05/30 

Margaret Hastings 05/31 

Kathleen Glavin 06/01 

Douglas & Judy Morris  5/08 

Jeanne & Hal Avery  5/25 

Tom & Jane Luck  5/25 

Edward & Gladys Cooper 5/26 

John & Karen Doerschuk  5/29 

 

 

Calling all Sewing Circles 

Van Duyn is seeking help with a much 

needed sewing project: wheelchair side

-bags.  If you have scraps of material 

and some time to sew a bag or two at a 

time, the residents will be very grateful.   

Material:  40‖ x 20‖, ribbons, seam bias, 

binding or ties 2 yards (for ties) 

Directions: 1, turn under edges to fabric 

back, sew to secure.  2, lay flat with pat-

tern side down, fold in half, sew sides. 

3, sew two ties to each end.  4, you may 

sew pocket in half to make two, or leave 

one large pocket. 

The Feminist Theology group will meet 

May 13th this month, a change from our 

normally scheduled meetings.   

We will be attending  

Syracuse Stage to see Crowns. 

            The group meets again on 

Wednesday June 10th for a pot luck  

super at the home of Betsy Elkins at  

6 PM.  We will continue to discuss the 

book, "My Red Couch". 
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Congratulations to Samuel Handler, son 

of Liz Belden-Handler.  He has made 

the Dean‘s List at Loyola University. 

Anniversaries in May 
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2009 Good Samaritan Awards Dinner 

Please join Cathy Wolff and other friends from St. Paul‘s at 

the Samaritan Center‘s annual fundraising event on May 8th, 

5:30pm, at the Double Tree Hotel off Carrier Circle.  The 

Good Samaritan Award is being presented to Reverend  

Gregory LeStrange, and there will be both Silent and Oral 

Auctions.  Join in the food, fun and festivities. 

Tickets are $75 for dinner ($50 tax-deductible) or $125 for 

patrons ($100 tax-deductible; includes program listing). 

You may send your RSVP directly to the Samaritan Center—

request to be seated with Cathy Wolff/St. Paul‘s Cathe-

dral.  Samaritan Center, 310 Montgomery Street, Syracuse, 

NY 13202. 

A special thank you to Jim Potts and the Cathedral Choir for 

making the Easter Season so nice.  The music was beautiful 

including:  the Good Friday musical offering of the Requiem 

by Mack Wilburg, and the Reproaches of John Sanders, Satur-

day nights‘ Easter Vigil, and the 2 services on Easter Day.  

Many thanks for all that you do during the year for us. 

Beverly Bolton 
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The 39th Celebration of the Arts 

May 5-10, 2009 

St. Davidôs Episcopal Church 

Friday May 8, 7:30 pm   ―The Duck Variations‖ a play 

Saturday May 9, Open Hand Theater 

    6:30 pm ―The Stonecutter‖   

    7:30 pm ―The Masks of Life‖ 

Sunday, May 10, Holy Eucharist featuring: 

 Motet ―Der Geist hilft unsrer Schwachheit auf‖ by 

Bach performed by the combined choirs of St. David‘s and 

Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church, Cantata Arias sung by Anne 

Shelly and Zachary Martin, recorder works performed by Ei-

leen Allen, Joyce Irwin and Bette Kahler, Music Directors. 

Contact:  St. David‘s Church, 446-2112 

http://stdavidscny.org 

Samaritan Center Presents Thanksgiving in May 

          óa fund raiser, gobble, gobbleô 

Sunday, May 17th Eat in or Take out:   

A complete deep fried, luscious turkey  

dinner with all the ‗fixins‘.  Cooked by Dan 

Wade, Wojo, Tom, Paul, Duke, Ida at 

Steve‘s Restaurant on the corner of Milton 

and Hamilton Aves from 2-6 p.m. 



 

 

Happening in May 

May 1 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 6:00 p.m. First Friday Social Hour Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m. First Friday Dinner Hansen Dining Room 

May 2 9:00 a.m. Altar Guild/Flower Guilds Cathedral/Chapel 

 9:30-3 p.m. Diocesan Eucharist Luncheon DR & Cathedral 

May 3 9-9:45 a.m. The Dean‘s Forum Hadley Chapel 

May 4 9:00 a.m. Organ Repair Cathedral 

 5:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds Cmte. Brewster Room 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

May 5 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 5:15 p.m. Finance Committee Brewster Room 

May 6 7:00 p.m. Cathedral Task Force Brewster Room 

May 7 10-2 p.m. Symphony Luncheon Hansen Dining Room 

 11:00 a.m. Bible Study The Dean‘s Office 

 12:10 p.m. A Service for Healing Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 5:30-7 p.m. Dr. Pilgrim‘s Book Review Brewster Room 

 7:00 p.m. Cathedral Choir Practice Chase Music Room 

May 8 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

May 9 9:00 a.m. Altar/Flower Guilds Cathedral/Chapel 

 9-6 p.m. Organist Practice Cathedral/Music Room 

May 10 9-9:45 a.m. The Dean‘s Forum Hadley Chapel 

May 11 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

May 12 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m. Vestry Brewster Room 

May 13 TBA Feminist Theology Field Trip Syracuse Stage 

May 14 11:00 a.m. Bible Study The Dean‘s Office 

 12:10 A Service of Healing Hadley Chapel 

 5:30 –7 p.m. Dr. Pilgrim‘s Book Review Brewster Room 

 7:00 p.m. Cathedral Choir Practice Chase Music Room 
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May 15 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

May 16 9:00 a.m. Altar/Flower Guilds Cathedral/Chapel 

May 17 9-9:45 a.m. The Dean‘s Forum Hadley Chapel 

May 18 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

May 19 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

May 20 7:00 p.m. Common Threads Deanery 

May 21 11:00 a.m. Bible Study The Dean‘s Office 

 12:10 p.m. A Service for Healing Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 5:30-7 p.m. Dr. Pilgrim‘s Book Review Brewster Room 

 7:00 p.m. Ascension Day Service Cathedral 

May 22 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

May 23 9:00 a.m. Altar/Flower Guilds Cathedral/Chapel 

 9-6:00 p.m. Organist Practice Cathedral/Music Room 

 1:30 p.m. Anrea Bess Wedding Cathedral 

May 24 9-9:45 a.m. The Dean‘s Forum Hadley Chapel 

May 25 All Day Dio./Cathedral Offices Closed St. Paul‘s 

May 26 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 12:30-4:30  Diocesan Board Meeting Brewster Room 

 12:00 p.m. Samaritan Center Board Hansen Dining Room 

May 28 11:00 a.m. Bible Study The Dean‘s Office 

 12:10 p.m. A Service for Healing Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 p.m. Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 7:00 p.m. Cathedral Choir Rehearsal Chase Music Room 

May 29 7:30 a.m. Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

May 30 9:00 a.m. Altar/Flower Guilds Cathedral/Chapel 

 9:00-6 p.m. Organist Practice Cathedral/Music Room 

 11:00 a.m. Confirmations Cathedral 

May 31 9-9:45 a.m. Dean‘s Forum Hadley Chapel 
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VESTRY NOTES FOR THE COURIER 

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting  

held on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 

 

Task Force:   Dick Pilgrim of the Task Force was present.   

Progress is being made, and regular updates are put in the  

Courier.  He urged all members of the congregation to read  

Anthony Robinson‘s book Transforming Congregational  

Culture. 

Communications Committee:  As will be seen throughout the 

Cathedral, the committee has been busy with the new indoor 

signage.  Permanent signs will be put up later.  This summer 

they will be working on outdoor signage, as well as other  

aspects of communication. They are also in the process of 

choosing a new logo for St. Paul‘s. 

Budget & Finance Committee:  The committee presented the 

Full-Year Budget Proposal.  This was adopted as it stands by 

the Vestry. 

Buildings and Grounds:  Bill Pitcher presented his Emergency 

Critical Maintenance list for the coming year.  Some of the  

repairs are urgent.  Since the cost for these exceed the Building 

and Grounds budget, the Vestry must come up with a plan to 

help cover this expense. A list of high priority jobs will be  

reviewed at the next meeting. 

2009 Fundraiser:  Ideas and dates are still in the planning 

stage. 

The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 

2009, at 7:PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones                                      
Clerk to the Vestry      
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The Robinson Study Group  

 

What: Four study/discussion sessions on Anthony Robinson‘s 

―Transforming Congregational Culture‖ (recommended to all 

Episcopalians of the Diocese of CNY by Bishop Adams). 

When: Four successive Thursday evenings starting on Thursday, 

April 20 (2009) and continuing through Thursday, May 21; each 

evening from 5:30-7:00pm. 

Where: St. Paul‘s Cathedral – use the parking lot in back of the 

church if available, and use the back door kitchen entrance. We 

will meet in one of the meeting rooms near the kitchen. 

Who: All are invited to attend who might be interested in this 

book. Sessions will be led by Dr. Richard Pilgrim, and his  

emphasis will be on understanding what Robinson is  

recommending for contemporary ‗mainline‘ Protestant churches. 

How: Reading the bulk of the book before the 1st session  

(or whatever session you first come in on), will allow all to  

participate in the discussion. Otherwise, the order of our reading 

and discussion will be as follows:  

Reading/Topic/Discussion Schedule 

Thursday, April 30: From Problems  

 to ñAdaptive Challengesò  

Read the Introduction and first three chapters. 

Thursday, May 7: ñDelivering the Goodsò I 

Read Chapters Four and Five on Worship and Christian Forma-

tion.  

Thursday, May 14: ñDelivering the Goodsò II 

Read Chapters Six, Seven and Eight. 

Thursday, May 21: Other Related Issues 

Read the balance of the book. 
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Ministers 

All Baptized People 

The Vestry of St. Paulôs Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers ï Douglas Mouncey, Sr. Warden  

 Laurie Sanderson, Jr. Warden 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician 

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant 

Jonathan Howell ï Office Coordinator 

2009 2010 2011 

Gelene Lewis John Doughty Dr. Julie Gedro 

Harold R. Brown III Walley Francis David Morgan 

James Pecoy Marilyn Sharron John Shaffer 

William Pitcher   

Sunday Schedule 

8:00 am Meditative Holy Communion 

9:00 am Lectio Divina 

9:15 am Cathedral Choir Practice 

9:45 am All God‘s Children 

10:00 am Cathedral Community Mass 

12:20 pm Morning Prayer in Dinka 

St. Paulôs Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 

office ï 474-6053     fax ï 478-1632     

email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org  

websites:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org        www.nooutcasts.org  17 
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