
 Where your treasure is… 

 

 In the few short days of September 25-29 some 
major events took place in Oxford, Mississippi, New 
York City and Washington, DC. Trying to digest the first 
Presidential debate and the events regarding the bailout 
was challenging enough, but during these days I have also 
been suffering from bronchitis which, along with the 
medication, has contributed to my feeling very tired and 
wobbly headed. Added to this is that I babysat our  
granddaughter, Serenity, while Jane and Shannon went to 
the Women’s Retreat.  Mixed in with trying to follow and digest these national events I spent hours 
on rainy weekend days watching Dora the Explorer, Spongebob Squarepants, seeing the Syracuse 
Symphony production of Bugs Bunny on Broadway, going to the Carousel Mall and riding the  
elevators repeatedly, spending a very long time at a McDonald’s Playland and being at home playing 
the kinds of wonderful fantasy games that only a three year old can come up with. 

  

 All of this contributed to a kind of surreal sense of 
the national events. In the debate, why on earth did 
Barack Obama say repeatedly, ―Senator McCain is exactly 
right‖, while McCain insisted that Obama is not qualified 
to be President but with a straight face said Sarah Palin is 
qualified to be President? Regarding the bailout, here 
were conservative Republican members of Congress  
saying that we should not bail out Wall Street, apparently 
in a shouting match with members of the administration 
in the presence of the President, while the Democratic 
leaders were walking together and cooperating with the 
same members of the Bush administration. I’d see the  

images on television and the internet, rub my eyes, and think, ―Is this for real or is this my illness?‖, 
only to realize it was surreally real. 
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 And yet, to be truthful it was my granddaughter who helped 
put it all in perspective. As we were walking towards St. Paul’s  
following the Bugs Bunny at the Symphony event on Saturday 
morning she said, ―Papa, I want to look inside the church.‖ As we 
approached the entrance on Montgomery Street we ran into a  
couple with two children who were obviously looking at St. Paul’s, 
and had just as obviously been to see Bugs Bunny too. I stopped 
and introduced myself and asked if I could help them. It turns out 
they were married at St. Paul’s a number of years ago, have been 
going to other churches on and off, but were thinking about  
coming back. One of the children was whimpering a bit but it was 
not obvious to me why. I offered to show them around and they 
thanked me but said they had to move on, but would be back. As 
Serenity and I went inside she asked, ―Papa, why do you think that 
little girl was crying?‖ ―I don’t know‖, I said. And Serenity replied, 
―I think it’s because she wanted to come inside and look at our 
beautiful church.‖ 

 

 Throughout our 181 year history St. Paul’s has experienced 
and weathered many profound events: the Civil War, the Great 
Depression, vast cultural shifts and changes. And yet with all of 
the changes, St. Paul’s remains a timeless and tangible sign of 
God’s holiness, God’s presence, in the midst of a surreal world. 
Even in 2008 St. Paul’s can speak to the timeless hunger all people 

have, even a three year old, for that which is eternally and profoundly true. As we live in a world of 
surreal reality, St. Paul’s draws us in to the real reality, the reality of God’s love, comfort and truth. 

 

                                 ….there your heart will be also. 

 

 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck 

Dean and Rector 
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Ushers Old and New 

 

Ushers perform a vital role at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
by being the first contact parishioners and  
potential newcomers have when they come to St. 
Paul’s. Ushers hand out the leaflets, take up the 
collection, organize people receiving Holy  
Communion and give people directions to other 
places at St. Paul’s.  Ushers may be old or young, 
male or female. Families may serve as Ushers  
together as well! All current Ushers and anyone 
wishing to become an Usher need to come to an 
Usher training session on Sunday, October 19th at 
9:00 a.m. in the Cathedral. Please think of your 
questions and, if possible, send them to Dean 
Luck prior the session.                                         

Please let the Dean know if you are unable to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship, Fun and Funds 

 

On October 24, 5:30-8:00 p.m. please come to St. Paul’s Cathedral 
for an evening of fellowship and fun as well as raising necessary 
funds for St. Paul’s operating fund.  Our featured entertainment 
for the evening is Mark MacGougan, and Episcopal Comedian 
(you know he must have a sense of humor to do that) who will be 
traveling to be with us from Connecticut. He has performed in 
many venues around the Episcopal Church, including our own 
Diocesan Convention. Hors d’oeuvres will be provided by the 
Vestry and there will be cash bar. Going to the Opera that night? 
Drop in for some fellowship, refreshment and fun beforehand! 
Please mark your calendars and bring your check!  
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The Bulletin Board Cathedral News 

Birthdays in October 

Wedding Anniversaries 

John & Wendy Jones 

Celebrating 50 Years of Marriage! 

October 4th, 2008 

  

VESTRY NOTES  

 

Highlights from the Vestry Meeting held on Tues-
day, September 16, 2008. 

Fund-Raiser:  This has been postponed from its 
original date – and the new date will be announced 
as soon as possible. The event will be low-key and 
hosted by the Wardens and Vestry. The goal is to 
raise $10,000. 

Buildings & Grounds:  The Hansen Dining 
Room and the Diocesan offices are now finished.  
Work on the Deanery is now being completed. 

Budget & Finance:   It was reported that ex-
penses are on target.  The Audit is complete, and 
will be presented to the Vestry in October. 

 

The next Vestry Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
October 14, 2008. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Wendy Hoblyn Jones    Clerk to 
the Vestry      
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The Vestry of  St. Paul’s Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers – Dale Johnson, Sr. Warden & Doug Mouncey, Jr. Warden 

 

 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of  CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician,  

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant,  

Jonathan Howell – Office Coordinator 

John Pizzi – Sexton,  

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 

office – 474-6053     fax – 478-1632    email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org 

websites:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org 

www.nooutcasts.org 

    

2008 2009 2010 

Ronald Ferguson Gelene Lewis John Doughty 

Rebecca Livengood Hal Brown, III Walley Francis 

Laurie Sanderson James Pecoy Barry Pickard 

John Shaffer William Pitcher Marilyn Sharron 
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Women of  St. Paul’s –Friday, October 17th at Erie Canal 
Park-Camillus at 11:30 a.m.  Brown bag lunch---$3 fee for 
boat tour.  There is a nice museum there as well.  Everyone is 
invited to come.  Directions:   Take 690 West to 695 West----
take the Camillus/ Warners Exit---turn right onto Newport 
Road and the next (almost immediate) right onto Devoe Road. 


