
 Over the past month our TV screens have been illuminated with scenes from the Beijing Olym-

pics, national party conventions and terrible storms. I was extremely impressed with the opening cere-

monies of the Olympics. As with most people in the United States, I cheered for the Olympians from 

the United States. Watching parts of both national conventions, I was struck by the common themes of 

change and doing what is best for the people of the United States. Both parties are claiming to be the 

best party to change the country and do what is best for the U.S.A. 

 Sandwiched between the two conventions was the drama of Hurricane Gustav. Having just 

been in New Orleans last spring for the Conference of North American Cathedral Deans and the 

Spouses and Partners, I was very drawn in to the events there, watching familiar places on TV, and 

following the storm through the perspectives of Bishop Charles Jenkins, an old acquaintance of mine, 

and Dean David DuPlantier of Christ Church Cathedral, as they reported on the web and through 

email. 

 In all of these events, whether in Beijing, Denver, New Orleans or St. Paul, I have felt con-

nected through TV and the internet and affirmed in my identity as a citizen of the United States. 

 Yet, in the midst of these events I have been preparing a family for the baptism of their infant 

daughter on September 14th, Holy Cross Sunday. 

 Doing this preparation actually helped me remember that the most important thing about any of 

us is not our citizenship in a country, but our citizenship in God’s Kingdom. In particular, in Baptism 

the question is asked of the baptismal candidates, or the parents and godparents of infants being bap-

tized, “Do you promise to follow and obey Jesus Christ as your Lord?” 

 The use of the word “Lord” is quite intentional. In the time of Jesus the Emperor of Rome used 

the title “Lord”, and to proclaim Jesus as Lord was to make a political statement. When we say Jesus 

is Lord, and that we will obey him before and above all others, we are saying that he and his Kingdom 

come first. To say Jesus is Lord is to change one’s allegiances. The only “Change We Can Believe 

In”, the Democrats’ slogan, is the change of heart, mind and will that we are willing to undergo and 

perform as we exercise our citizenship in God’s Kingdom. No President can change us, but we can 

change ourselves by the power of the Holy Spirit. History is full of examples of people who try to be 

change agents, when in fact everyone wants everyone else to change. Unless we are willing to change 

nothing will change. To say “Country First”, the Republican’s slogan, is to utter a heresy, if not blas-

phemy. History is all to full of the disasters that occur when countries think theirs is the country that 

comes first. 

 In Baptism we are asked, “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being?” Let us all answer, “I will, with God’s help.” 
Faithfully yours, 

 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 1 
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 Over the summer the clergy and staff have worked with the  
Wardens and Vestry to make some important decisions about the direction 
of programs at St. Paulõs and more particularly the schedule of services.  
Dean Luck sent out a letter early this month to discuss the changes.  We 
wanted to talk a bit about how the process went together and the kinds of 
decisions that we made. 

 
 At the outset we all had to agree on one fundamental truth, that we canõt 
(and will never be able to) make everyone perfectly happy.  At the same time we 
had the benefit of our experience during the 2007-08 church year to help to iden-
tify the parts of the schedule that were problems and those that worked well.  So 
while we have no illusions about the new program as being perfect for everyone, 
and based on the comments we have heard, we have a good sense that the 
changes will be seen as an improvement for most people. 
 
 At the beginning of the process we  

identified in general the one most common complaint about the 
schedule last year ð that the schedule didnõt seem conducive to the 
creation and nourishment of a shared sense of community within the 
parish.  Because one of the three elements of our vision statement is 
òBuilding Communityó we felt that for effective planning this was the 
one point of departure that would gather up the single most important 
theme of the feedback we had received from the congregation. 

 
 
 The Vestry held two special meetings in July, and Dean Luck conducted three 
open sessions to discuss childrenõs programs, the discovery mass and the choral mass, 
respectively.  One of the shared observations in all three groups was that the schedule 
had tended to isolate those who frequent each of those services from those in the par-
ish who attend others.  Thus there was an interest in making sure that we provide a 
social time at a common place for people attending different services to meet and 
mingle.  The new schedule responds to that concern. 
 

 
 There was also a sense that families would enjoy the ability to 
combine different services or offerings in ways that respond best to 
their particular needs, both for children and adults.  The new schedule 
seeks to allow those choices in ways that will be appropriate for the 
spiritual formation of all age groups and mindful of family time com-
mitments. 
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 The Discovery Mass has generated a number of real fans, and it has been 
identified as an approach to Anglican worship that responds to a need that is not 
fulfilled by the other services.  At the same time, the logistical demands of that  
service made it difficult to arrange in the time between the early and late Sunday 
services.  So while that is not part of the Sunday offerings it will continue to be a 
part of the weekly schedule. 
  

 The planning for the choral mass took into account the criticism, shared by many, that  
children were missing from that service.  The new schedule addresses that concern. 

 

There were no substantial requests for changes from those 

who attend the 8:00 o’clock service, so there are no significant 

changes planned for that time. 

 

 It is the hope of the Wardens and Vestry that the new plan will be seen as 
an improvement over the schedule for last year.  As the Wardens, we want to thank everyone who 
offered comments and suggestions, whether in the parish survey last fall or at the meetings this  
summer.  We have tried to take all of them into account in our deliberations, keeping in mind that we 
are working with very real time constraints and that no one can be in two places at once.  We have 
tried as best we could to respond to the views of all of the parishioners, but unless those views are 
shared with those in a position to make the requested changes, we canõt incorporate those thoughts 
into the planning process.  So please donõt hesitate to share your thoughts, both positive and negative, 
about the new schedule. 

 We also want to thank Tom and Jane, the Cathedral staff and the Vestry who have all  
contributed substantial amounts of time and effort in this summerõs planning project.  Your Vestry 
did some very important work on behalf of the parish, and despite summer schedules and vacations 
and other demands on time, attendance and participation at those special meetings was outstanding.  
Please take a moment if you can to thank your Vestry members for their dedication to this project 
and to the future of St. Paulõs. 

 We will be interested to hear how the new schedule works as the fall schedule gets under way.  
Please share your thoughts.  As we enter the new program year, we hope that a more open and  
participatory decision-making process for St. Paul's will continue to evolve.  The active and  
constructive participation of every member will strengthen the life our Cathedral community. 

 In closing, please know that your feed-back will be very important as we strive to more fully 
live out our vision of Worshiping God, Learning Compassion, Building Community. 

 
Dale Johnson    Doug Mouncey 

Senior Warden    Junior Warden 
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The Bulletin Board Cathedral News 

Birthdays in September 
Congratulations!!! 

On September 6th 2008 in Philadelphia 

PA , Matthew Sharron (originally of Syra-

cuse NY-son of Marilyn & Parker Sharron) 

will wed  Ayasha Williams of Philadelphia, 

PA.  The two met as medical students at 

Temple University. 

Wedding Anniversaries 

9/3 Peter Scott-Earle & Kathy Hum 

9/6 John & Margaret Hastings 

9/10 Hal & Ruth Brown 

9/10 Newton & Sandra Wiley 

9/15 Barry & Mary Pickard 

9/19 Parker & Marilyn Sharron 

9/25 John & Jaye Pizzi 

 

John & Margaret Hastings 

50th Wedding Anniversary 

September 6th, 2008 
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The Vestry of St. Paulõs Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers ð Dale Johnson, Sr. Warden & Doug Mouncey, Jr. Warden 

 

 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of  CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician,  

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant,  

Jonathan Howell ð Office Coordinator 

John Pizzi ð Sexton,  

 

 

 

 

St. Paulõs Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 

office ð 474-6053     fax ð 478-1632    email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org 

websites:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org 

www.nooutcasts.org 

    

2008 2009 2010 

Ronald Ferguson Gelene Lewis John Doughty 

Rebecca Livengood Hal Brown, III Walley Francis 

Laurie Sanderson James Pecoy Barry Pickard 

John Shaffer William Pitcher Marilyn Sharron 
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 The feminist theology group will resume meeting on 

Wednesday, October 1, 6 PM through 7:30 PM .  For 

our first meeting we will look at an old classic, Anne 

Morrow Lindbergh's Gift from the Sea.  You may park in 

the parking lot and enter through the kitchen door.  We 

usually bring beverages or goodies to share.  All are 

welcome.  Questions call Laurie at 446 6720. 

As part of our new schedule and our desire to build community  
ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ  

Hospitality with coffee and other refreshments throughout each 
Sunday morning, 7:45 a.m.-12 noon in the Brewster Room. In order 

for this to happen we are asking each household to host serving 
coffee and other refreshments only one Sunday  a year.  The coffee 

will already be made, and simple directions are provided. Please 
see the sign-ǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

our members, guests and newcomers. 


