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Have you remembered St. Paulõs Cathedral in your will? 
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From The Desk of The Dean 

 Someone has said, ñGod has a 

mission, and Godôs mission has a 

Church.ò Godôs mission is the Kingdom 

of God, and the Kingdom of God has the 

Church to carry out Godôs mission. When 

God made a Covenant with Abraham and 

Sarah two significant promises were 

made. The first was that, though they 

were childless they not only would have 

descendents, but their descendents would 

be too numerous to count. Second, God promised that the  

descendents of Abraham and Sarah would dwell in security and 

safety, having far more than they need, a land flowing with milk 

and honey. According to Scripture, Jesus called his mission of 

fulfilling of the promise God made with Abraham and Sarah the 

Kingdom of God. In Godôs Kingdom all people are safe and  

secure, and all people have more than enough of what they need. 

 Jesus called his disciples to carry out the mission of the 

Kingdom of God as the Body of Christ on Earth. The mission of 

the Kingdom of God is not Godôs alone, as if all we have to do is 

step back, confess our faith with our lips, and let God take care of 

the rest. Nor is the Kingdom of God up to us alone, as if God is 

dead and there is no help for us beyond our selves. The mission 

of the Kingdom of God is a joint mission where God works in 

and through and around the Church to fulfill the mission. When 

the Church advances the Kingdom of God, it is literally God 

working in the Church through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

  



 

 

 Advancing the 

Kingdom of God means 

ñstriving for justice and 

peace among all people, 

respecting the dignity of 

every human beingò as 

the Baptismal Covenant 

says. Advancing the 

Kingdom of God means 

striving for justice for  

recent immigrants, such 

as the Sudanese, and for 

people who wish to enter 

into same-sex marriages. 

Advancing the Kingdom of God means assuring that everyone 

has full access to quality education according to their abilities and 

quality health care according to their needs.   Advancing the 

Kingdom of God means caring for and restoring the environment. 

Advancing the Kingdom of God means doing all that we can so 

that all people have the freedom and the means to have self-

sustaining lives. Advancing the Kingdom of God means striving 

to eliminate poverty in Onondaga County, in our country and 

around the world. Advancing the Kingdom of God means  

learning about the extreme poverty of millions around the world, 

a poverty which literally kills, and then learning about the simple 

steps all of us can take to eliminate that poverty. 

 And advancing the Kingdom of God means pursuing  

excellence in nurturing and sustaining the Church, the  

Communion of Saints who are striving for the Kingdom of God. 

The work of the Kingdom of God is nurtured and sustained by 

excellence in preaching, pastoral care, Christian formation for 

children, youth and adults, diverse musical offerings, profound 

and transforming worship, and in community life within the Body 

of Christ. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Thomas+ 
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The Senior Wardenôs Reportéé.. 
by Senior Warden, Doug Mouncey 

 As we enter the month of August, Iôd like to wish all of 

you a ñHappy Civic Holidayò week-endé the Canadians in our 

midst will know that in many parts of Canada, the first week-end 

in August is a long week-end.  Having extra time to be with  

family members at a time of the year when you can enjoy picnics 

and other outdoor activities really makes sense to me and Iôve  

often wondered why it has not gained wider popularity (plus Iôm 

not a big winter outdoors fan). 

 To begin, I want to thank everyone for the prayers and get 

well wishes that have been extended to my family during Perryôs 

recent episode with pneumonia.  She is feeling much, much  

better. 
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I know that many of you have been wondering what has tran-

spired with the work of the Task Force since we met at the end of 

May. 

The following is the essence of my written response to one such 

inquiry. 

ñI am aware of the following having occurred since the end of 

Mayé 

¶ The Dean has had a preliminary meeting with the Bishop to 

begin to address the need/desire for better clarity between the 

role of the Diocese and the Cathedral.  

¶ I'm aware that the Formation Team did meet once and believe 

that the Communications Team met once again. 

¶ The Dean has met with the three Ministry Team conveners as 

a group and encouraged them to get going.   

¶ The Mutual Ministry Review Team of the two Wardens and 

Julie Gedro has met twice with Canon Lewis to address the 

process for the Job Performance review and the Mutual  

Ministry Review. 

¶ "Front porch" activities are beginning:  the parish garage sale 

in mid-July, opening of the Cathedral during the Arts & Crafts 

Festival.  Both of these are also serving as opportunities for 

small fund raisers. 

¶ Liturgy/Worship:  although not deliberately planned as a ñnon

-traditionalò liturgy, the service in the yard at the deanery was 

definitely a hit.  Several people, including myself, tried to get 

a count of the number of participants but all agreed it was 

somewhere around 45 - 50.  It was a good mix of ages and one 

of the young families even commented on their Face Book 

page how great it was.  Feed-back really was very positive and 

people encouraged us to do it again, at least on an annual  

basis. 

¶ Nothing concrete has emerged in terms of plans to support 

recommendations from the Ministry Teams with resources but 

the Finance Committee has already asked for ideas of how the 

Task Force report might impact the next budget.   4 



  

 

 I was at the Cathedral for an hour this morning...  that was 

a good example of how life continues.  Dean Luck was out with 

the family of a parishioner who had died yesterday, one of the 

Lay Pastoral Care members came in to replenish their supplies, 

Jonathan and others were starting to do catch-up on things that 

could not be done during the past couple of weeks due to the 

sewer problem, etc.ò   

 Since that email was sent to that parishioner, the  

Formation Ministry Team has had a second meeting and the 

Community/Service Ministry Team has met once.  Each has  

submitted a report for review by the Vestry. 

 In keeping with the spirit of summer, I find this work is 

probably quite similar to riding a roller-coaster (another activity 

that I leave for the more adventurous)é a lot of the time it seems 

as if we are slowly, slowly climbing the steep hills, at times many 

things occur quite rapidly, and very often, we arenôt quite sure 

what is around the next bend. 

 What Iôm discovering is that although it may feel as if 

things arenôt moving as quickly as we might like, we have the  

capacity to do things very well and that those who have become 

engaged with the activities, such as the garage sale, are having a 

lot of fun. 

 Iôm also very grateful to everyone who has agreed to serve 

on the Ministry Teams.  In many ways, they are charting new  

territories for the Cathedral community and we are ever-so slowly 

learning how best to make it all mesh more effectively. 

 In closing, I want to encourage everyone as we prepare our 

programs for the fall and ñEmbracing Our Future: To Teach, 

Celebrate and Serve Christò. 

 

Doug Mouncey 

Sr. Warden 
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The Junior Wardenôs Reportéé.. 
by Junior Warden, Laurie Sanderson 

 

 

ñRejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circum-

stances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you.ò  

1Thessalonians 5:16-

18 

  

 I keep a gratitude journal, have for several years.  Before 

sleep, I try to list 5 things each day I am thankful for.  It is a way 

to keep a record of events, people you have connected with, for a 

beautiful flower or sunset.  There have been, I admit ,days when I 

started with ñThank you that not all days are as bad as todayò,   

but not very often.  Occasionally skimming through my old  

journals astounds me with just how much there is to be grateful 

for in my life. 

 Two weeks ago at the garage sale, I found myself giving 

thanks many times throughout the day.  So I will offer five.  1.) 

Jon Howell and John Pizzi so cheerfully going to peopleôs homes 

to pick up large items.  2.)  Bev Bolton, ever faithful calling and 

then sitting at the table sorting jewelry and overseeing the sales 

table.  3.) The joy so many of us shared as we worked and 

laughed together that day.  4.)  Providing a ride home for a  

visitor who purchased several things and was traveling by bus.  

5.)  Lunch provided by Jonathan! 
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 We have much to be thankful for 

at St. Paulôs.  Change is happening, as 

we grow into the 21st century.  Change 

is uncomfortable, sometimes good, and 

sometimes hard.  As we go through this 

process, I encourage you to look around 

and take stock of what we have to be 

grateful for.  Of course we have the big 

ones, the building, the music, etc., yet I 

challenge you to notice the   quieter 

ones.  The beautiful flowers one Sunday morning, the garden in 

front of the parking lot, (Thank you Betsy Barker!),  the coffee 

hour hosts.    So many more. .. When you are here, take a moment 

to observe and give thanks, both to the person behind the deed 

and to God.   For that is Godôs will for us, to rejoice and give 

thanks and to pray without ceasing. 

 Oh, and back to our continuing garage sale.  I have been 

longing for a Boston rocker for my office and musing about 

where to find one.  I walked into the dining room this week and 

there were two rockers, one a Boston.  I quickly made my offer 

and I have a rocking chair!  Now where did this rocker come 

from?  I asked Jon and he told me it was from my brotherôs 

house, where it had been sitting in my motherôs former sitting 

room. I donôt remember it, but thank you Terry and Debbie 

Beishline for my rocker! 
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The Cathedral Bulletin 
Board  

Birthdays in August 

8 

Anniversaries in August 

Richard & Irene Apps 

Christopher & Linda Bell 

Ellen & Joseph Grapensteter 

Harry & Mary Lewis 

Robert & Janice Trendell 

Samuel Handler  8-02 

Nancy Ridings 8-06 

Judy Morris 8-07 

Elinor Antoni 8-10 

Richard Apps 8-10 

Jane Enos 8-10 

William West 8-15 

Ryan Baxter 8-18 

Jonathan Howell 8-18 

Lorelee Wilson 8-18 

Martin Britschge 8-20 

John Britschge 8-20 

Jordan Pizzi 8-25 

Ian Baxter 8-26 

David Morgan 8-28 

 

Coming in September! 

Our annual Womenôs Retreat 

9/25 through 9/27 

Once more we will gather at the  

beautiful summer home of Cindy and 

Dick Coursin on Saranac Lake.  This 

year we are fortunate to have the  

Reverend Kate Day as our retreat 

leader.  Stay tuned for more details 

and let the office know if you are  

interested.  

Feminist Theology 

The Feminist Theology Reading 

group reconvenes again on the second 

Wednesday of the month in the  

Brewster Room from 6 to 7:30 PM.  

We will discuss The Shack at our first 

meeting.  Any questions?   Talk with 

Betsy Elkins or Laurie Sanderson 



  

 

Happening in August 

August 1 All day Organist Practice Cathedral 

August 3 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 4 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 6 11:00 am Bible Study Brewster Room 

 12:10 pm Healing Service Hadley Chapel 

 1:00 pm Diocesan Board Meeting Brewster Room 

 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 7 7:30 am  Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

 Morning Harpsichord Pickup Cathedral 

August 8 All day Organist Practice Cathedral 

August 10 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 11 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 13 9:30-3 pm Diocesan Com Brewster Rom 

 11:00 am Bible Study Small Conf. Room 

 12:10 pm Healing Service Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 14 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 15 All Day Organist Practice Cathedral 

August 17 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

 All Day Tom & Jane on Vacation Until Sept. 8th 

August 18 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 20 11:00 am Bible Study Brewster Room 

 12:10 pm Healing Service Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 21 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 22 All day Organist Practice Cathedral 
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August 24 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 25 7:30 am  Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 27 11:00 am Bible Study Brewster Room 

 12:10 pm Healing Service Hadley Chapel 

 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

August 28 7:30 am Narcotics Anonymous Hansen Dining Room 

August 29 All Day Organist Practice Cathedral 

August 31 5:00 pm Vera House Alternatives Hansen Dining Room 

    

    

  LOOKING AHEAD  

September 13 2-5:00 pm Organ Crawl (3:30 at SPC) Cathedral 

September 25 to the 27th  Womenôs Retreat Saranac Lake 

October 18 Afternoon Crop Walk Downtown Syr. 

October 25 Afternoon St. Paulôs Assists at Van Duyn Van Duyn Home 

November 13 to the 14th Diocesan Convention TBA 

November 29 4:00 pm Lessons & Carols Cathedral 
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 If you werenôt able to attend the Cathedral garage sale, you 

have missed a lot. 

 Prior to the ñopening dayò of the sale, Jonathan Howell and 

John Pizzi took off with the truck and trailer to collect items from 

various places.  Using there cell phones they kept us informed as 

to their whereabouts at all times including when they were ñlost.ò  

Ruth Brown did some ñpick-upò work in Camillus as well. 

 The original day being July 11 business was brisk at times, 

but due to a heavy rain storm, things slowed down.  There was a 

lot of ñmerchandiseò - appliances, clothing, books, crafts etc.   

Bargains were to be had.  A large sign hung on the cash-out table 

that read, ñAll Sales Final.ò 

 It was decided by the Wardenôs and Betsy Elkins that it 

would be a good idea to extend the sale to include the Arts & 

Crafts Festival.  After opening day sales were steady on a daily 

basis in the Dining Room.   

The Garage Sale Report 

by Beverly Bolton 



 

 

A self guided tour of windows & symbols by John Shaffer 

(full large version available in the back of the Cathedral) 

12 
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CROP WALK!!! -October 18th, 2009 

   Once again Downtown Syracuse will hold its annual 

Church World Service CROP walk for hunger.  Dean Tom has 

pointed out that it is Saint Luke the Evangelist Day.  A fitting day 

for a crop walk as Luke wrote so much about Jesus and his work 

with the poor.   

        There are many ways to participate.  Our church will serve 

as a rest stop in the three mile route and we need volunteers to 

greet and offer assistance.  There are specific roles that you can 

volunteer for, serving as crossing guard, making calls, etc.  This 

year we want St. Paulôs represented with a team walking and we 

would like a coordinator for that.   

 The Crop Walk fits in well with our millennium develop-

ment goals and not only does the funds collected go to help in 

other areas and countries, but 25% of what is collected remains 

here for local use to met the needs of the hungry.   

Van Duyn Home & Hospital Wish Listé 

~in you can donate call Nancy Finney at 435-5511 x293 

sturdy book shelves, adult crafts, Victorian items, old fashioned 

hats, adult picture books ïtravel-nature-history-animals, small 

bingo prizes-knick knacks-old jewelry-beany babes-small plush 

animals-small toiletry assortments-body lotions-shampoo-guy 

stuff-nonperishable food treats-silk flowers, hand tamed  

cockatiels & parrots, adult games-chess-checkers-dominoes-tic-

tack-toe, DVD players, healthy house plants, multi disc boom 

boxes, hand held magnifiers, fit over sunglasses, plastic ID  

holders. 
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Ministers 

All Baptized People 

The Vestry of St. Paulôs Cathedral 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean and Rector 

Officers ï Douglas Mouncey, Sr. Warden  

 Laurie Sanderson, Jr. Warden 

Staff 

The Right Reverend Gladstone B. Adams III, Bishop of CNY 

The Very Reverend G. Thomas Luck, Dean & Rector 

The Reverend Canon Deacon Jane A. Luck, Canon Pastor 

James L. Potts - Canon Musician 

Ellen Grapensteter - Accounting Assistant 

Jonathan Howell ï Office Coordinator 

John Pizzi ï  Building Manager 

2009 2010 2011 

Gelene Lewis John Doughty Dr. Julie Gedro 

Harold R. Brown III  Walley Francis David Morgan 

James Pecoy Marilyn Sharron  John Shaffer 

William Pitcher    

Sunday Schedule 

8:00 am Meditative Holy Communion 

9:00 am Lectio Divina 

9:15 am Cathedral Choir Practice 

9:45 am All Godôs Children 

10:00 am Cathedral Community Mass 

12:20 pm Morning Prayer in Dinka 

St. Paulôs Episcopal Cathedral, 310 Montgomery St. Syracuse, NY 13202 

office ï 474-6053     fax ï 478-1632     

email:  offices@saintpaulscathedral.org  

websites:  www.saintpaulscathedral.org  16 
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